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General will ask the Chief Electoral Officer
for an explanation of this matter, Cerfainly
that officer is not sliowing muech zeal over the
matter.

Hon. P. Collier: He is toe lazy to do any-
thing.

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not know about that,
but as he is not displaying that zeal which
he should be doing, he is not likely to die of
heart disease,

The Attorney General:
quiries.

Vote put and pasgsed.

I will make in-

{The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore [11.24]: Y move—
That the House at its rising adjourn to
Thursday, the 21st November.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.

Legislative HHssembly,

Thursday, £1st November, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For ‘“Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Procoedings.’’]

MOTION—PACIFIC ISLANDS' CONTROL.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—Muaore)
[4.36]: T move—

That this House deelares that it is essen-
tial to the future safety and welfare of
Australia that the captured German pos-
gessions in the Pacific Ocean, which are now
oceupied by the Awstralian and New Zealand
troops, should not in any circumstances he
restored to Germany, and that in the con-
sideration and determination of proposals
affecting the control of these islands, Aus-
tralia should be consulted.

There is no need for me to elaborate this ques-
tion; the motion speaks for itself. A similar
motion hag heen passed by the Federal Par-
liament, and it is thought that the hands of
the Tederal Government might be strengthened
by the State adopting this motion. TUndonbt-
edly all Australians will feel that it would be
a menace to the safety of Australia if those
iglands were to revert to German control. The
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possession of those islandas by a power which
has shown during the last four years that it
is desirous of obtaining worldwide econtrol,
with a particularly jealous eye on Auatralia,
would be distinetly ipimieal to the Common-
wealth, At least the Federal Government
should be consulted in regard to the determina-
tion of any proposals that may be made con-
cerning the future eontrol of those islands. The
motion fully embodies the views of ail Aus-
tralians who are proud of the fact that the
Australian and Neéw Zealand forces were abla
to secure possession of those islands during
the early stages of the war. One could speak
at length on a subject sueh as this, but I think
that as the object of the motion is merely to
back up the Federal Government in any deter-
mination they may resolve upon

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Has this been intro-
duced at their request?

The PREMIER: No. I have not had any
official request. However, as this has been
determined on by the Federal Government, and
as it has been suggested in the Federal Parlia.
ment that the States ghould express an opinion
on the subject, 1 desire without further com
ment to submit the meotion,

Mr. BROWN (Sublaco) [4.39]: I second
the meotion.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [440]: Let
me say at the outset that with the object and
purpoge of the motion I am inentire sympathy.
There is no need to waste words in regard to
the position of the Pacific Islands and the
danger it would spell to the future life of the
Commonwealth if Germany should ever be per-
mitted to again get a footing there. I do not
wigh {0 see Cermany again a back-door neigh-
bhour of Australia. Having made myself clear
on that point, I must admit that I question the
wisdom of a motion of this ‘chiaracter leing
brought forward in a State Parliameant. Aus-
tralia has already spoken on this question
through the one Parliament which is entitled
to apeak in the name of Australia; our national
Parliament has passed & mofion dealing with
this matter, and for my part T think it would
be a migtake for the State Parliaments to take
up matters of international concern arising out
of the war.

The Colonial Treasurer: The acting Prime
Miniater has asked us to do this.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am giad to have that
cxplanation. As a matter of faet, I knew
something of this. Moreover, T know, or at
least T would be prepared to swear from the
wording of the motion, that the acting Prime
Minister in hiz turn was asked by the Prime
Minister in Great Britain to pass this motion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tt would be better to
gag him,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Much better. That is
the position. Why is this motion submitted to
the State Parliament? T can understand the
national Parliament passing it, although I re-
gret that even that Parliament should have
taken suech a step. The Australian National
Pariiamnent ia the first Tarliament in the
British Empire, in fact, the first among the
Allied countries, to pass a motion dealing with
any of the problems that will have to be set.
tled at the Peace Conference.
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Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis
ter): None of them have a similar question to
deal with.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They all have ques-
tions equally affecting the national life.

The Colonial Treasurer: Ameriea, in her
newspapers, is speaking loudly enough,

Hon. P, COLLIER: I am talking, not
abont newspapers, but about Parliaments, In
all the wars of history where there has been
a number of nations engeged on the one side
we know perfectly well that in the fina) clean-
up there has been friction cccasionally ending
even in wars amongst those previously fight-
ing together. Never in the whole world’s his-
tory has any body of men been called upon to
face such difficulties and problems as must con-
front the men who will comprise the Peace
Conference to be held shortly in Europe. If
then, as we know from our reading of history,
difficulties ending even in war itself have
arisen amongst nations that have been fighting
side by side, what are the possibilities ahead
of us in this ecase? Therc are a greater number
of nations coneerned on the Allies’ side in the
settlement of this war than have ever been
banded together in the past, and each of them
has its own particular viewpoint. The national
interests of some of the Allied nations gre as
wide apart as East and West. When the Peace
Conference is faced with a situation of this
kind,. is it wise that those present should per-
haps be hampered in their troubles and have
their difficnliies inereaged by the passing of
gueh a motion as this? If every one of the
nations interested, America, France, Belgium,
Ttaly, Serbia, and Great Britain and her de-
pendencies, were in their Parliaments to take
up problems skin to those with which the
Peace Conference will be faced, such as terri-
torinl adjustments, annexations and indemni-
ties, and were such Parliaments to pass a mo-
tion binding the hands of the delegates from
those countries attending the Peace Confer-
ence, what hope would there be of a settlement{
The epirit animating that conference will have
to be one of give and take or one of compro-
mige, and if the hands of the delegates are
tied by specific instruetions from the Parlia-
menis of their countries I fear they aré not
going to arrive a8 easily and as amicably at a
settlement a5 we all hope will be the case. T
believe that thiz motion is the outcome of the
splenetie eruptions of Mr. Hughes in Great
Britain during the last few weeks,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He is a tool of the
Northeliffe Press.

Hon., P, COLLIER: Tt is a calamity that
in these days Australia should be represented
in the Old Country by a man of the tempera-
ment—I will put it in no harsher way—of Mr.
Hughes. During the last week or two after
four years of war, in which Australia has
earned for herself a standing and a credit
eqnal to that of any other nation emgaged in
the great struggle, we have scen the apeetacle
of the Commonwealth Deing degraded in the
eyes of other nations of the world by the ac-
tions of her representative, the Prime Minister
in the Old@ Country. We have had the shock-
ing example of Mr. Hughes telling the Prime
Minister of Great Britain is plain language,
that he was a liar. Mr. Lloyd George made a
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certain statement, and Mr. Hughes a day or
twu later contradicted him point blank, In
words, which were certainly not Parliament-
ary, he called Mr. Lloyd George a liar.

Hon. R, H, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): He said the statement was not in ae-
eordance with facts,

Hon. P COLLIER: That amounts to say-
ing that he was not telling the truth, In Par-
liament we say that a statement is not in ae-
cordance with the facts, but in the sireets we
say that the man making that statement is a
liar. That is the difference. Mr, Hughes has
been raging around England during the past
week or two making a pitiable exhibition of
himself, and unfortunately of Australia as
well, all because he was not consulted, se he
says, at the Conference which settled the terms
of the Armistice. Now, fearing that he will
not have a seat at the Peace Conference he
has, I venture to say, cabled out this motion
from England in order that it might be passed
in the Parlinments of Australia. I am firmly
convinced that Mr. Hughes instructed his Gov-
ernment to bring this motion forward in order
that he mght have backing, and some show of
justifieation for the pitiable exhibition he has
been making of bimself during the past week
or two. There is no doubt about that., We
have only to read the comments of practically
the whole of the Press of Great Britain with
regard to the attitude adopted by Mr. Hughes,

Mr. Davies: You eannot always accept as
goapel statements in the Pregs.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so, but our
common sense as practical and reasonable men
helps us in making up our minds. Mr. Hoghes
fears that he will not be admitted to the Peace
Conference, and in order that he may be
helped to get there, and that he may be able
to show that he has had some justification for
his actions, or that Australia is behind him in
the eomplaints thet he has been making, he
takes this step. That i3 one reason why I
do not like the motion. As the position
stands, the pecple of Great Britain hava
summed up Mr. Hughes fairly well, and
knowing him as they do they arc not disposed
to blame the people of Australia for what he
has done. Having taken up an attitude which
T say, to put it mildly, is regrettable, and
fearing that the people of Great Britain will
regard the opinions ke has expressed as being
his own opinions, withouf Australia being be-
hind him, he wished to get some backing not
only from the National Parliament of Austra-
lia, but also from the State Parlinments as
well, in order that he might say to the peo-
ple of Great Britain, ‘*Here you are. The
Federal Parliament of Anstralia and every'
State Parliament in the Commonwealth are
behind me.?’

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And why not the muni-
cipal eouncilaf

Hon, P. COLLIER: Why not earry the
thing further and bring in municipal eouncils,
road boards, progress committees, and so on,
ad infinitem?

The Minister for Works:
Trades Hall?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Miniater for
Works might leave out the Trades Hall alto-
cether.

What abont the
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llen. R. II. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): If it is for the good of Australia why
shoull not My, Flughes be backed up?

Hon, . COLLIER: TIf Mr. Hoghes was
not in London at all, the rights and interests
of Australian wounid be just as well preserved
by the delegates representing Great Britain,
ag if there were a million Hughes’s at the
Peace Conference.

Mr. Holman: Perhaps better.

Hon. P. COLLIER: TFor that reason T pro-
prose to move an amendment to this motion,
I consiler that the inelusion of all the woris
after *‘Germany’’ constitute an insult to the
people of Great Britain. Mave we ot been
told n thousand times by the representative
statesmen of the Ol Country that Australia
will be econsulted?

My, Teesdale: That ought to be enough.

Hou. P, COLLIER: Australiz has been con-
sultel. We have hail a representative at the
TInner War Cabinet, aml in conneetion with
everything that has transpired for months past
Australia has been eonsulted. The inference
to be drawn from the concluding portion of
this motion is that the representative men of
Grent Britain, who will attend the Peace Con-
ference, are so thoughtless, so ungrateful, and
so unmindful of the interests of the people of
Augtralia, that unless we specifically earry
this motion, urging that Australia shall be
cousulted, her interests will be entirely neg-
lected. Will anyone say for a moment that
Great Britain is not just as much alive to the
necessity of keeping Germany out of the
Pacific as is Australia? Australia is part of
the British Empire.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ted): It is a long.way from the Old Country.

Hon. P. COLLIER: My honourable friend
has suddenly become Australinnised. He was
for the Empire until quite recently, and now
he is talking from the Australian mnational
Point of view.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): T have never talked from any other
point of view.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is that so? I am pre-
pered to say that Australia’s interests will be
in no way neglected by Great Britain in any-
thing that transpires in regard to the set-
tlement of the peace terms, and that they
will be more taken into counsideration as a
result of the passing of this motion. What
will the Prime Minister and the people of
Great Britain think when they read the con-
cluding portien of this motion? T endorse the
first portion of the motion down to the word
f‘Germany,’’ although I think it is a waste
of time for State Parliaments to carry it. If
State Parliaments push themselves into mat-
ters which do not eoncern them we shall have
municipal councils and all the other local au-
thorities doing the same thing. When we say
that the Islands should not be returned to
Germany we go quite far enough. To add
that Australia should be consulted is to imply
that Great Britain is prepared to do some-
thing harmful or detrimental to the welfare
and best interests of Australia, unless Great
Britain is compelled to do something by the
‘passing of this motion.
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Mr. Teesdale: Tt is an insult to England.

Hou. P, COLLIER: Tt is an insult to the
men who will be in charge of Great Britain’s
interests at the Peacc Conference

Mr. Davies: There is n fundamental differ-
ence hetween the opinion of the people in the
Old Country and these in Aunstralia with re-
gard to coloured labour.

Hon, W. €. Angwin:
with that.

Mr. Davies: We may do 8o when we ¢come
to the question of the control of the Islands.

Hon, P, COLLTER: That question may arise
at the Peace Confercnee, but docs not affect
the dispesal of the Islands in the Pacifie.

The Attorney General: Tt would not affect
the question of the sovereignty of the Islands.

Hon, P. COLLIER: There is no difference
of opinion between the people of Great Britain
and of Australia ns to whether Germany
should have these Tslands or not.

Mr. Draper: There is a difference in Eng-
land itself.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There may be, but I
do not think there is any velume of publie
opinion in England, that is worth considera-
tion

Mr. Draper: That is a question.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Which would indicate
that these Islands should Dbe returned to Ger-
many. Does the hon. member suggest that
there is any considerable scction of the people
of Great DBritain who would say that thesa
Islands ought to be returned to Germany?

Mr. Draper: There is undoubtedly a see-
tion of the pcople in Great Britain of that
opinion,

Hon., P, COLLIER: T have not heard or
read of sngh a thing. T have read that there
is great difference of opinion in Great Britain
with regard to the peace terms and the gen-
cral conditions, but T de not think I have ever
read of any representative man in Great
Britain, or any representative body or section
of the people in Great Britain, declaring that
these Tslands ought to be returned to Germany.

Hon, ¥. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): They have said that in effect. I have
secen it in the ‘‘Daily Mail.*’

Hon, P. COLLIER: T have not. We do
know that the responsible men who will repre-
sent Great Britain at the Peace Conference
have mnever expressed such an opinion. Ne
man with any sense of responsibility would
think of handing over to Germany, islands
which she could use as a base for future oper-
ations. I ean only think that this metion is an
instruction from the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth in an endeavour to bolster up
his wounded pride and dignity, and to re-
establish bimself in public opinion in the 0d
Country over the errors and mistakes he has
been making. I heartily endorse and agree
with every word the Federal member for Perth
Mr. Fowler, has uttered in the Federal Parlia-
ment during the past week or two with regard
to the actions of our Prime Minister in Great
Britain. I meve an amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘Germany’’ be
struek out.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.0]: I sceond the amendment.

We are not dealing
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Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) {5.0]: I support
the motion, hecanse I fecl convinced that any
person who realises the terrible risks Australia
has run through the oecupation of these
Pacific Islands by Germany wust recognise the
necessity for the wotion, which I hope will be
carried and have the effect of showing the
world that we here are alive to the absolute
need for, as far as possible, preventing any
repetition of the enemy preparations of the
past, either naval or military, in the vieinity
of Australin, All of ns are conscious of
British magnanimity to a beaten foe, and T
fear that at this time, when, as mentioned by
the leader of the Opposition, the peace coun-
ference will be faced with such tremendous
problems, the question of these islands may
be classed as a minor issue. Certainly, 1 see
no harm in carrying the motion, because it
will go forth to the world as an intimation
that Australia, which has done such noble
work in the great war, congiders itself en-
titled to he consulted, and to reeeive speecial
consideration, in this wvery question. The
meaning I attach to the word ‘‘consulted’’ in
the motion is that the Imperial authorities
will make themsleves thoroughly aequainted
with Australia’s desires; and we have a just
right to elaim that our Jesires should be well
known at least to those who still have the
handling of this very important question.
There are other couniries besides CGermany;
and T take it every man in Australian would
wish it to go forth that we are conscious of
the risks Awstralia runs from other peoples
than those which we have defeated in this war.
I feel that the motion is amply iuvstified. As
to Mr., Hughes’s statements in London, I give
the Commonwealth Trime Minister eredit for
diplomacy.

Hon. P, Collier: What? Anything but that.

Mr. PIESSE: I feel sure that the card
Mr. Hughes ig playing to-day, will be prodne-
tive of results more beneficial than expeected
by his one-time friends.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
party politics.

Mr, PIESSE: T give the man this henour,
that his object is not to fly his own kite, or to
make himsgelf famous. I feel sure that Mr.
Hughes hns the interests of Australin at heart.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon W.J.
George—Muorray-Wellington) [5.4]: While T
fully appreciate the manner in which the
leader of the Opposition has put forward his
amendment, T personally would be glad to sec
it defeated; and T will give just a few reasons
which appeal to me. The question iz not
whether Mr. Hnghes has, or has not, acted
diplomatically,. With me it is not a question
whether Mr, Hughes, whe bas made mistakes,
ghounld be whitewashed. With me it is a ques-
tion that the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth, whoever he wmay be, the man repre-
senting Australin at Home, shonld have some
knowledge of how a matter of this kind ig
regarded hy the people of Anstralia.

Hon. W C. Angwin: Mr. Hughes is ouly
the fly in the ocintment now.

The MINISTER FOR WORBRKS: The leader
of the Oppoesition said very clearly—and I
hardly think theve will be o dissentient in

He is only playing
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Australia  from his views—that as regards
New CGuinea and those other Pacific Islands,
whether we ave Australian born, or residents
of Australia like mysclf, no country but Aus-
tralin must have a say in the disposition of
those islands. If anyouc else has a voice in
their disposal, it will be a menace for the Aus-
tralian generations yet to come. We do not
for a single moment say that Great Britain or
her counsellors would wilfully disregard the
interests of this great island continent. We
do not for a single moment say but that they
have a great deal of information on the sub-
ject. But T say—and T think many will agree
with me—that cven now in the Old Country a
great proportion of the population do not
undérstand  Australia, and eertainly do not
understanil Australian sentiment. To come a
little nearer home: here we have in Western
Australia part of the nueleus of that great
nation which in the time to ecome—never mind
the immedinte present—is going to rule the
South Pacific. There is no mistake about that.
But even we Western Australians, as portion
of the Anstralian Commmiwealth, are not un-
derstood in the astern States, although there
are many Eastern States people who have
husinesses here or have the elosest commercial
relations with Western Australia. Those con-
ditions have existed for years and ycars, and
ret the bulk of the people on the eastern side
of Australia do not understand Western Aus-
tralin., I think that must be admitted as an
indisputable faet, which no one can deny. One
coertainly cannot hold, as T have held, the posi-
tion of manager in Western Australia for an
Bastern firm, whose ouly idea was to get what
dividends they ecould out of the place. nor can
one have Leen, as I have.been, Commisgioner
for Railways in this State, without discovering
that the leading people of Melbourne and
Sydney know Western Australia only as a
loeality from which they may oceasionally
deaw profits, and if this ignorance exists in
Auatralin as to Western Australia surely it is
reasonable to asswme similar absence of knosw-
ledge of Australia and Angtralian sentiment
which exists in the British Isles.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: Are you dealing with
this matter ns a commareial man?

The MINTSTER FOR WORES: No, I am
not. T am dealing with it as a Britisher, and
T claim the support of the hon. member inter-
jeeting, who ig also a Britisher.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I am dealing with the
amendment.,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: TPossibly
the wording of this motion mnight be improved;
T do not know: other members can speak as to
that. But T consider that the passing of some
such motion as this must strengthen the hands
of the representative of Australia in Great
Britain to-day, Even assuming that our repre-
sentative there has made mistakes, even assum-

“ing, for the sake of argument, that he has

exhibited a certain degree of overweening
‘conceit, aa perhaps is only natural in the re-
pregentative of a continent like this, whose men
have made for themselves names which will
never perish in the history of the world, surely
we can forgive him, But, even if we will not
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forgive him, we must suppert him when he s
working in the interests of Australia,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is questionable
whether he is doing that or not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It may be
a matter of opinion, [ ask the hon. member
to regard the question with a little broader
charity than is shown in viewing it stmply in
the light of the fact that Australia‘’s repre-
sentative at Home to-day is Mr. Huoghes, with
whose political views the hon. member does
not agree,

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: I am not taking that
into consideration at all.

Mr. Foley: Mr. Hughes himself would not
ask for the charity of anybody.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I want hon.
members io look at the matier in this way:
assuming that the whole politieal arrange-
ment of Auastralia prior to Nationalism atill
exisied—and Mr. Hugles’ views regarding
labour differ very considerably from mine—
at a erigis of this natuve I should feel it my
duty, quite irrespective of my State views, io
support the man who represents the great
majority of the Australian people. I have
lived in Australia now for 35 years, and I
know a good deal abont it; and T say that
those who were governing Australia years and
years ago made a mistake when they per-
mitted the occupation of a portion of New
Guinea by the German people. Just as the
German nation desired by this war to corveet
the mistake they had made in not taking
more of the iron fields near Briey, Longwy,
and Verdun, so we, through our Empire’s
Government, should now redress the wmistake
made years ago in permitting the ocenpation
of any island contiguous to Australia by any
nations other than those flying the British
flag. Omne remark of the deputy leader of the
Country party (Mr. Piesse) appealed to me
very much, The hon, member did not deal
with the matter at length, and it will bear
amplifying. He referred to ‘‘other peoples,”’
Apart from the Australian and the Pritish
peoples, 1 care not what people may occupy
the Pacific islands; such oceupation would ne
a permanent menace to Australia. We may
as well be frank on the matter, and let it be
known that the fear of Australia as regards
her uorthern coast is whether other people
ntay not some day wish to oecupy territory
there. We have our opportunity now—at least
T think we have—of representing to the Brit-
ish Government that the view of Australia is
that either Britain herself or else Australia
must ocenpy New Guinea, and no other nation
mnust be permitted to do so.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.12]: T
do not know that there has ever been any
serious guestion as to the wisdom of Great
Britain and her dependencies continuning to
orcupy the islands which have been won by
the valour of Australasian arms. That is
not in debate at all. We can all go inte
hysteries over the danger of having Ger-
many at our back door, although T regard it
as unwise at this juncture to discuss even
that phase of the question. Those who have
to debate and settle the future geography of
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worried in any sense by resolutions from wus
or from any other irresponsible body; bo-
cause, so far as the shaping of the fature
geography is concerned, this Parliament has
no more responsibility than has a municipal
eouncil. The whole weight of authority is
ecentred in the Commonwealth Parliament;
the whole respongibility rests with the Com-
monwealth Government. We as members of
this Assembly can effect nothing.

Mr. Thomsen: But surely we can back up
the Commonwealth authorities.

Hon. T. WALKER: Surely they need no
backing up. They epeak for us, and in our
name, and in the name of the whole Com-
monwealth. Onece they have spoken officially,
they need no backing up by the State voice,
That is what Federation is for, to save inde-
pendent subsidiary bodies from participating
in dehate, from econfusing the issne.  The
only voice that can be heard in Great Britain
upon snch a subject as this is the voice of
the Commonwealth. Moreover, thiz 1notion
looks like manufactured opinion. It has that
appearance. Because of that, it may do more
harm than good if earried. Because of the
conscionsness that there ia an effort to mann-
facture publie opinion in Aunstralia, this
opinion will be discounted swhen it reaches
the IJome anthorities,

The Colonial Treasurer: But would you not
say that this opinion does not require manu-
facturing, since it is in the mind of every one
of us at the present time?

Hou. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly; and the
epinion has been spoken throughout this
Commonwealth; therefore it is an insult to
this Asgsembly to ask us to do some-
thing that has been done already. We
are asked to pass a resolution which
has already been carried, word for word,
by the. Commonwealth Parliament. We
are perhaps interfering with a free ex-
pression of opinion. I am under the impres-
ston that what we say here, one way or the
ather, will searcely be read in England, bat
suppusing it had some effect, what is our ideal
of the issne of the Peace Conference—that
from the date the document is signed by the
nations attending, the terrors of the past will
be over for ever. If there be anything in the
intimations veiced by the principal nations of
the world ammongst the Allies, we shall have a
guarantee that a force, independent of sep-
arate nationalities, will police the whole world
and render the menace such as we had in the
past, by the occupation of the islands of the
Pacifie, impossible.

The Colonial Treasurer:
think that?

Mr, Thomson: We shall have no guarantee.

Hon. T. WALKER: Is there a guarantee
with unything?

Mr. Thomson: Not with Germany.

Hon. T. WALKER: We are speaking with
all the nations of the world; we are not deal-
ing with Germany; and at a time when peace
is approaching we ean sink a little of our bit-
terness and eonsider the great difference be-
tween Germany represented by the Kaiser and
the military class, and Germany represented

Do you honestly
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The Colonial Treasurer. They are not
stable; we do not know that they exist.

Hon. T. WALKER: The world knows that
prior to 1779 it could not be deemed possible
to have a Republic whose achievement we cele-
brated yesterday in this very Chamber.

Mr, Harrison: And still we are assured
that the same hands are pulling the strings.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not understand.

Mr, Harrison: The miltary autocracy.

Hon. T. WALKER: That, like all other
parasites, must be destroyed. The battle is
for democracy.

Mr. Thomson: What about Russiaf?

Hon, T. WALKER: The experience of
Russia is the experience of France in 1790 and
1892. The blessings of this world have never
been achieved without travail; we have suf-
fering and disaster before we can get the
fruitage. It may be that Germany will have
to pass through that. I am firmly convinced
she will pass through some of it, but T am
just as convineed as I stand here that never in
our lifetime or the lifefime of the generations
that are to tollow will it be possible for Ger-
many to launch upom the world an avalanche
of destruetion such as we have had in the past
few years. Her power has gone, and the na-
tions that were asleep are awake to the reali-
sation of the dangers that beset the whole of
humanity, The manhood of nations has heen
asserted, and I am convinced that an effort—
whether suwecessful in its first attempt or not
I cannot say—will be made to so direct the
world that nations shall live as ncighbours
and vot as hostile rivals. That must be the
outcome, otherwise the war has been a failure.
The blood of Australians has been shed with
that object.

Mr. Davies: How will the White Australia
policy be effected?

Hon. T. WALKER: That is a matter for
our own Government.

Mr. Davies: Ours or the Home Govern-
ment ¥

Hon. T. WALKER: Our Government—the
Australian Government, If we are to lose the
power of self-government as the result of this
war, then the war will have been a disaster ian-
stead of a blessing to us, If the war means
anything it means that our self-government
is more agsured than ever it was, that auto-
eratic and military interference is less possible
henceforth than ever it was in days gone by.
Therefore we have it within our own hands to
govern Australia and to preserve our policy of
a White Australia. So that guestion does not
come in. Tt is to assure self-government, and
how do we know but that at the Peace Confer-
ence a suggestion may be accepted to the effect
that even islands like Samoa shall be self-
governed, just as Tonga is under the suzer-
ainty of the League of Nations, The Liber-
iang, the Samoans, and the Fijians, are just as
capable as the Tongans, and how do we know
but that such a policy, which ia to be more or
less applied in Europe, of giving independence
to those various races, will not be the pro-
pesal so far as those places are concermed,
[ personally have every confidence in the wis-

dom of the statesmen who will meet at the Peace
Fahla and +hot 4hoar 017 abamaline +ha o crorm

[ASSEMBLY.}

so eloquently and humanely expressed by
President Wilson and endorsed by the nations
of the world, views which have had more
forve in winning this war than even the long
conflict and the courage of the soldiers.

Mr., Smith:; [t was not that that brought
Germany to her knees,

Hon, T. WALKER: It did a lot towarda
it. Make no mistake, when the history of the
war is written we will find it has had a great
deal to do with it. The point now is whether
we are t0 use this Parliament at the instiga-
tion of Mr. Hughes merely to back him up
in his dreams, and whether we are to use this
Parliament to make ourselves tools for his
glorification. There was a time when all those
now barracking for Mr., Hughes would have
hanged him to a sour apple tree.

Mr. Thomson: We are not discussing
Hughes; what has he to do with it¢

Hon. T. WALEKER: This is Mr. Hughes dnd
nothing else, :

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Hughes does not en-
ter into the matter.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am entitled to ex-
plain the origin of this motion,

Mr. Thomson: That, then, is the reason for
your objection.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, T. WALKER: Mr. Hughes has Dbeen
taking a certain course in England, as the
result of which I noticed a cablegram pub-
lished in our daily papers to the effect that
it would not be possible for all the Dominions
to be represented at the Peace Conference,
and that the delegates would probably bhe
elected. The chances are that when it comes
to electing those who represent the overseas
dominions, Mr. Hughes, the Prime Ministar
of the Commonwealth, the author of this mo-
tion, may be left out,

The Minister for WWorks:
like that.

Hon, T, WALKER: I object to being made
a tool to try and influemce the authorities
at Home to include Mr. Hughes. I object to
this Parliament presuming to dictate to those
who have the weighty responsibility of deter-
mining how the conference shall be econsli-
tuted,

Mr. Smith: Did we not do the same thing
in ronnection with Home Rule¢

Hon. T. WALKER: There is no similarity -
at all. We ghall be represented; our interests
will be cousidered, we may rest assured of
that. Here is a motion which has been sent
out, to get what? To get Mr, Hughes on the
Peace Conference. There is a danger that he
may not be included,

Mr. Thomson: You would be glad of that.

Hon, T. WALKER: S8ueh an interjection
shows the character of the hon. member. 1
yield to no man in my desire for Australian
welfare, but I contend that in this proposed
action we are lowering Australian dignity,
acting the part of o mob in the street, ¢lam-
ouring and erying out that we have no confi-
dence in the statesmen of Great Britain, whim-
pering and erying before we are hurt. I ob-
ject to being the tool of even the Prime Min-

ister of Australia, to manufacture evidence
P hem wieahdt tm o A bha Doacnra {antaranna -
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Mr. Smith: We have had one lesson about
being unprepared.

Hon, T. WALKER: All that we need say
in the motion is that the House declares that
- it is essential to the future safety and welfare
of Australia that the captured German pos-
sessions in the Pagifie Ocean, which are now
oceupied by Aunstralian and New Zealand
troops, shall not in any eireumstances be re-
turned to Germany.

Hon, P, Collier; That is sufficient, Does it
not cover everytbhing?
Hen, T. WALEER: Now, listen—
And that in consideration and deter-

mination of preposals affecting the control

of these islands Australin should be con-

sulted.

Mr., Thomson: Why should she not?

Hon, T. WALKER: She ghould. What is
Iy, Mughes in England now for but to be
consulted, What is Sir Joseph Cook in Eng-
land now for but to be consulited? They are
consulted; all the facts are placed before the
proper authoritics and the faets are known.
Were not men here before the war for the
purpose of learning the whole circumstances?
They know as much as they can be told, and
to tell them they should consult us

Hon. P. Collier: It is an insult to the Brit-
ish people. ‘‘Uuless we ask yon, yon will not
do it,'’

Hon. T. WALKER: It is exactly saying
that. In truth, it is telling Great Britain,
¢4Wga have no more confilence in you than
in Germany, you are friends of Germany, you
will give back to them our back doors if
you are not beld strongly. You will play into
the hands of Germany.’’ It is ridieulous; it
is making us appear paltry to a degree.
Where is the dignity$ In the first place it is
none of our business, it is the Federal Parlia-
ment that is handling all matters like this.
In the next place it is an Imperial matter that
may be safely trusted in the hands of Im-
perial statesmen who bave always had fhe
welfare of her dependencies at heart. This
js for no other objeet than to tell the British
Government that they have to include
¢Billy’’ Hughes in the Peace Con-
ference. That is the whole objeet.
It is manufactured like the ‘‘boby'’
that was placed in Queensland. T believe in
the fitness of things, I do not want to pre-
sume to do anything that we have no business
to do, what is not our right. I do not want
to arrogate & responsibility that does not come
into this matter. I do not want to pretend
what T am not or assert a right and power that
are not mine in any sense of the word, There
are some who have no sense of fitness, who are
cock-sure of anything and everything and who
presume to tread in where all the angels fear
to tread. T believe in deing what ia right.

Mr. Thomson: Combination of effort.

Hon. T. WALKER: You can have all the
combination of efforts you like but to tell
Lloyd George he must include ‘*Billy’’ Hughes
jn this Peace Conference is absurd. It is
ridiculous. T trust the Houmse will have more
sense than to carry the motion as originally
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we show our disapproval of Germany getting
back her colonies. )

The COLONIAL TREABURER {(Hon. T.
Gardiner—Irwin) [6.35]: Surely “if Mr,
Hughes is representing Australian opinion,
and the member for Kanowna said he was
there to be consulted, is it not a wise thing if
we can all say it is the opinion of Australia
with regard-to this particular question that we
want expressed. The leader of the Oppowition
said that we might just as well take the
munieipalities and. the .roads bonrds and con-
sult them, That is just what we should do
if we are to have a universal expression of
opinion,. and I am surprised to hear that view
cxpressed by the leader of the Opposition.
If we are to have a universal’expression of
opinion why should it.not be a universsl ex-
nression of the people in whatever capacity
they gather? That is the way to mould a
solid opinion. There can be no question that,
in Australia this view is strongly held. There
is nothing that gives a greater cold, shiver
than to think that these islands may be re-
oecupied by Germany, .

Hon. P. Collier: We all agres with that,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Assnme
we all agree. Then we say Australia should
he counsunited. Perhaps it is not a nice word
to use, but my mind takes me baeck when we
told Downing-street pretty plainly that in
those things which are for the benefit of Aus-
tralia, Australia had to be consulted and that
is how we got self-government, The wmotion
says that we should be consulted. Let us put
our consultation on a higher plane. We do
not say you must not take any action without
consulting ns, but let us have behind the de-
cision, the right opinion, I do not like a
manufactured opinion because it really is net,
it is the actual opinion, Let us be able to say
in consultation how this very thing which wa
are asking for can be carried out.

Hon. P, Collier;: And by putting it here we
say, “‘Unless we specifically ask you to con-
suli;,us we have no faith that you will eonsult
ug,

The COLONTAL TREASURER: The leader
of the Opposition is straining that point, The
notion may be badly expressed but it is not
in my mind for a moment or in the mind of
anyone in its big and broad aspect that the
miswording will have the effect that the leader
of the Opposition imagines. When I say I
woutld like to consult with you, Mr. Speaker,
and we are dealing with certain matters, and
T say we think the House should be consulted,
you would not take it as an offence. You
would say we like to talk over the views of
both sides, We are not dealing only with
Jritish stafesmen but with all those who will
sit at the Peacc Conference, and America prae-
tieally says that Australia should he consulted.
They say before anything is done as to the
future oceupation of the islands and so forth
Australia should be consulted, and they go fur-
ther and say they must be controlled, If we
have Australian opinion voiced in consultation,
it i3 not offensive. If they are consulting and
Mr. Hughes is representing Australia he will
say this is the opinion of Australia. What
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1 say this, not offensively, that had it been
done by someone and not Mr. Hughes and had
he not made us¢ of other unwise expressions,
I do not think there would have been any
opposition in this House., In our hesrts we
do believe Australin should be consulted.

Hon, P. Collier: We koow it will be. It
always has been,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Assuming
we are going to be consulted, we are only
stating a thing that is going to take place.
There is no offence in that eoming from a
people whose hearts are in what they are say-
mg.

Hon. P. Collier: It is going out of your
way to tell & man he is honest.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I want
the people gitting at the conference table to
recognise that they are up against the troubls
that we are and that Ameriea may be, beeause
these Islands practically do not affeet them,
But if the Federal Parliament have behind
them the united wvoice of Australia and
America—there is going to be a consultation,
we want that consultation—-what harm can
there be and what harm is Parliament doing
in backing up the Federal Parliament if it is
right? If it is right, on a great mnational
principle like this should it not be one of the
functions of this Parliament to express its
opinion? 1t is quite true the Federal Gov-
ernment ought to voice the views of Austra-
lia, and we say this little particnlar portion
of Australia which has probably done more
in conmnection with this war than other parts,
wants to give her voice. We shall probably
suffer more and take a bigger risk, because of
the greater coastline which we have, in the
occupation of these islands. I think the
leader of the Opposition i3 in accord with the
motion. It is only the question of expression
and it is only beeaunse the leader of the Op-
position and his colleagues do think honestly
that this iz an attempt——

Hon. P. Collier: It eonveya an inference to
the people of Great Britain .

The COLONIAL TREASURER: May I in-
terpret your thoughts this way? You say
this is an attempt to bolster up the opinion
of Mr. Hughes. That is the expression that
came from yourself and your colleagues,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, not in that way,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: We say
this is an attempt to bolater up the opinion of
Australia, no matter who expresses it.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex)} [5.46]: T should
like to express my admiration of the views
of the leader of the Opposition when he
places such implicit confidence in the states-
men of England. No doubt 2ll who eome
from England, or who knew England at all,
will gshare that view. The leader of the
Opposition said it would be unwise to held
any definite opinion or make hard and fast
conditions before cntering on the Peace Con-
ference, There are certain vital issues
which every nation concerned will desire to
have settled on lines in its own best intorests,
as for instance the indemnities to Franee
and to Belginm. T take it that tl_lis‘ quesfion
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tralia as is the question of indemnities to
Belgium and to France, and therafore I
think Awustralia has a perfect right to say
that she desires that those islands should not
be ocenpied by Germany, or any other
foreign power.

Hon. P. Collier: We all say that,

Mr. PICKERING: But it is not gso stated
in the motion. The only power there refer-
red to is Germany. If a position should
arige in which some other power put in a
claim for the possession of those islands,
Australia shonld be asked to express her
opinion on the question. I have never been
in accord with Mr, Hughes, but I say that at
present he is representing Australia as
Prime Minister, ard in his capacity of
Prime Minister of Australia we should sup-
port him, It is within the knowledge of all
members that on many vital issues coneern-
ing Australia, ag for instance, consecription,
there lhas been disunity of opinion among
the various States. If Mr. Hughes is in ili-
repute in England, as stated by the leader of
the Opposition, surely he is justifled in sub-
mitting this guestion to the Federal Parlia-
ment for endorsement, and in having the
question passed on from the Federal Parlia-
ment to the State Parliaments so that he
may know whether or not in this he is pro-
perly representing Australia. We should dis-
sociate this question from any individual
It is of vital importance to the States, to the

Commonwealth and to the Empire. I am
convinged that the statesmen of Eng-
land  will mnot take it -as a reflection

that Avstralia, in view of the noble gervices she
has rendered in the war, thinks fit to make this
amall elaim to consideration at the Peace Coam-
farence.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East TFre-
mantle} [5.49]: T am afraid the hon. member
has not read the motion, The motion, with the
proposed -amendment, conveys everything that
in this connection all hon. members agree with,
It is the latfer part of the original motion
which the leader of the Opposition thinks-—
anid [ am with him in this—is not required.

Hon, P. Coliter: Tt is an insult to the people
of Great Britain.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIIN; T also regret that no
member on this side ean at any time deal with
a question of importance without heing accused
of having some personal objection to Mr.
Hughes. T guarantee that if a majority of the
members were to give their honest opinions
conecerning Mr, Hughes, they would condemn
bim for his actions in England.

Mr. Holman: He is condemned over East.

Mr. Davies: The hon. member thought he was
a good man onee.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: No, T disagreed with
hig attitude when he was previously in Eng-
land, for it wag clear that he had gone Home
to teach his grandmother to suck eggs. Tn the
Federal House the ather day Mr. Fowler spoke
the truth when he said that Mr. Hughes was
dealing with .questions he knew nothing what-
ever about. T have conversed with many strong
Nationalists on the ouvestion, and T have not
vet eome across one who does not condemsn Mr,
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people of the allied countries, ineluding Aus-
tralia, wers overjoyed ut the news of the
armistice, Mr. Hughes was the only man en-
deavouring to keep the war going.

Hon, P, Collier: I believe he said lately that
if he had thonght he was going to be treated
as they are treating bim, he would not have
won the war for them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Colonial Treas-
urer tries to take a very mild view of thig
question, e said we were looking at it in an
entirely different light, but that he agreed to
be more charitable in his views, and that he
really thought there -was a possibility of thia
question eseaping some of those who will be at
the Peace Conference. In his next breath he
suid that Ameriea, like Australia, did not want
Germany to regain possession of the Pacifie
Islands, and that we were to be assisted by
America in our demand. Does not that ghow
that there will be at the Pexdece Conference
someone who will endeavounr to prevent the
Tslands being handed back to Germauy?

Mr. Griffiths: But we wish to he consulted.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Australia, with her
414 millions ef population, is not going to over-
ride the hundreds of millions of people of the
Allied nations who also are concerned in the
gnestion. T say, further, that an overwhelming
majority of the people of Australia waat peace
to-day.

Mr. Thomsan: Not at any price, though.

Haon, W&, C. ANGWIN; T suppose the hon.
member does not want it at any price. This
is not A commercial undertaking, as the Minis-
ter for Works tried to make out. He referred
to this as being analogons to the case of a
manager of some firm in the Tastern States
who merely wanted to know what they were
going to make out of Western Australia,

The Minjster for Works: No, no. Tt was
merely to draw a comparigon.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That was the com-
parison the hon. member drew; that is all he
thought about the matter. T am confident that
Mr. Hughes has lost caste with the people of
Great Britain. He has allied himself to a
political party.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is wander-
ing a bit far. Mr. Hughes in not mentioned in
the motion. The hon. member cannot digeunss
the merita or demerits of Mr, Hughes.

Mr. Holman: Mr. Hughes has been disenssed
by those on the other side.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I do not wish to
tranagress, SBir, but while the Premier was mov-
ing the motion, I by interjection asked whether
the motion was being introduced by re-
quest. T wna told no. A few minutes Iater
the Colonial Treasurer said that it was Leing
introduced at the request of the Acting
Prime Minister, Also we have hecu told by
# member on this side that the motion has
been cabled out from London by Mr. Hughes.

The Minister for Works: That is only an
allegation.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Surely, therefore, T
am entitled to give what I consider the rea-
sons for this motion having heen .cnt here.
Mr. Huoghes, in England, has alliel himsclf
with a politieal party in order to et the sup-
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of England have disagreed with hiy action,’
just as the people of Australia would Jisagree
with the action of any British statesman who
came out here and attempted to dietate our
policy. The leaders of Great Britain bave
lost faith in the Australisn Prime Minister;
they no longer think he is ropresenting the
views of the people of Australia, and conse-
quently they are npot taking as mueh notice
of him ag they did before he entered into party
politice in England. This motion has been sent
out here in order to elecit the views of the
people of Australia—views with which all per-
sons are already acquainted, for the view haa
been repeatedly expressed in Australia that
the Pacific Islands must never go back to
Gertwany. But, owing to the want of tact
in the Australian Prime Minister, which might
possibly lead to some disruption at the Peace
Conference, it might not be desired to have
him present at that conference, and so the mo-
tion has been sent out here. T am quite in
accord with the motion when it states that
the Pacific Islands should not revert to Ger-
many, I wounld prefer that they be retained
under the British flag. I go further and say
I believe that to be the unanimous opinion
of the people of Australia, while at the same
time an overwhelming majority of those peo-
ple are opposed to the actions of the Austra-
lian Prime Minister in England.

Mr. ANGELQ (Gascoyne) [6.0]: I intend
to support the motion submitted by the Pre-
mier, and cannot see what objcction the leader
of the Opposition ean have to the words that
he proposes to delete. I think Australia
should be coosulted on this question. It is
not so long ago that the ignorance, which the
statesmen of England displayed towards the
ideals of Australia, resulted in the loss of
Java, and now we have within two days'
sail of the Australian coast islands teeming
with tens of millionz of people who, if armed
by the holders of those islands, would consti-
tute a terrible menace to Australia. It was
only a year or two before the war that an
article by an English professor, written upon
Australian and Paecific matters, was published.
The writer made the suggestion, in order that
the peace of Australia and the Pacific might
be maintained, that part of Australia should
be haoded over to the Germans. That shows
what ignorance there is amongst the English
people upon Australian matters, There is an-
other phase of the question which T might
put forward, Whether I am right or wrong
I do not know. The terms of the armistice
were compeunded in America and were sub-
mitted by the President of the Ameorican Re-
public. The question of keeping these islands
was not mentioned, and it may be that a
higher authority than our Prime Minister has
suggested to Mr. Hughes that a resolution of
this pature should be secured, mot only from
the Commonwealth Parliament, but from the
various Parliaments of the States. It may be
that this has been done with the ideca that
when the Peace Conference meets the hands
of the British delegates may he strengthened
on this question.

Mr. THOMSON (EKatanning) [6.3]: I am

snmerwhat snrnriaead at +hka antncitian Fa +hio
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motion. It would give me great pleasure in-
deed to see a unanimous vote recorded. Hon,
members who have spoken or the other side of
the House have stated that they are not in
favour of these Islands being handed back
to Germany. I am pleased to have at least
that expression of opinion from them.

Hon, P, Collier: ‘‘At least’’?

Mr. Munsie: Have you ever heard any
other expression of opinion on this side of the
House?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, THOMSON: I am very sincere in this
matter despite the interjections which were
hurled at me during the earlier portion of
the debate. There ia mo man in the House
who i¢ more gincer¢ in his desire to do what
is best for Australia than I am.

Mr. Holman: You have to tell us that, be-
cause no one would think it was so.

Mr, THOMSON: We have to study the in-
teresta of the people of Australia and of the
future generations in Australia. Tt has been
said that we ¢an with confidence rely uwpon
the statesmen of Great Britain to look after
our interests, Tf that be the case there was
never any need for Augtralia to becomc a
self-governing country., We should have been
satisfled to remain under the Government of
Downing-street. As the Treasurer has said,
the colonies of the Empire gave a fair indica-
tion to Downing-street that they were going
to be consulted as far as their local govern-
ment was concerned, The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Aungwin) re-
marked that if a statesman from England
came out here and attempted to dictate the
policy of Auystralia, we would strongly resent
it. That is quite right. T look upon Mr.
Hughes not as Mr. Hughes, but as the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia,
and he is at homc in England to-day
as the mouthpicce of the Commonwealth,
Surely a motion of this deseription, coming
from the whole of the people of Auetralia,
including their Parliaments, their munieipali-
ties and road boards, will enable the Prime
Minister in England to say that the people of
Australia are behind him, and that they are
unanimously of the opinion that these islands
should not be handed back to Germany. I
regret that so much feeling has been shewn
during the debate. T think we can with confi-
dence look to Great Britain to watch our im-
terests.

Mr. Teesdale: And leave it at that.

Mr. THOMSON: Great Britain has pre-
perved Australia ever since the continent was
peopled by a white race, but the statesmen of
Great Britain have in the past made mistakes.
We have only to instance the mistake which
was made in handing over Heligoland to Ger-
many. This small piece of territory has been
a distinct menace to Great Britain thronghout
the war, At the time it was handed over the
matter was not looked upon as one of very
great importance, and yet I think we all agree
that during the struggle which we have, T
hope, just emerged from, it has been of vital
importance t¢ Great Britzin. Notwithstand-

ing this, we have the member for Kanowna
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our bitterness and take into congideration the
fact that we are now desling with a republic
and not a military autocracy., We have no
guaraniee as yet that this republican move-
ment in Germany i8 not & scheme engineered
by this military autoeracy. I have mno faith
in the German people and no trust in them.
It is my intention to vote on the side of keep-
ing Germany as far away as possible from the
doors of Australia,

Mr. Jones: Will you net advertise any more
(German cement? -

Mr., THOMSON: The interjection of the
hon, member is only compatible with his
mind. He does not grasp the fact that we

are dealing with big problems, upen which the
future of Australia greatly depends. We
have the biggest coast line of any country in
the world. We should, therefore, be consulted
in thia matter., T trust the wisdom of the
House will prevail and that the motion will be
carried in its entirety. We shall then be able
to show to the people of the Homeland that
the majority of the members of this House is
behind the Prime Minister of Australia, no
matter who he may be, in his desire to keep
for all time the German menace from our
doors.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle} [6.10]: I regret
that there has been this waste of time. It
certainly has given an copportunity to mem-
hers, like the previous speaker, to indulge in
their usual exhibition of flag flapping patriot-
ism, and to assure other members, if such as-
surance is necessary, that they are quite sin-
cere in their patriotic beliefs. I #m not sure
whether the motion or the amendment goes
far enough. The motion seems to be designed
to eover np the faults of the Prime Minister
of Australia, who has for the Jast few months
misrepresented this eountry in Great Britain,
T am hardly aware as to cxactly what the mo.
tion intends to be carried into effect. I am
alse in doult as to what sort of motion should
he moved to deal with the other islands which

_¢hanged hands during the war from Germany

tn other hands that were neither Australian
nor of New Zealand. T refer to the Marshali,
Caroline, Ladrone, and Gilbert islands. These
four islands were captured by one .of our
allies. T Ao not know whether it ia the inten-
tion of this Assembly, in moving that Avstralia
should be consulted with regard to those islands
that she herself has captured, to say whether
or not she should also be consulted as to the
other islands, which in years to come may be
the means of providing a power, with import-
ant bases at our very hack door. The ouly
policy which a democratic community should
loy down for these islands is one of ‘‘Poly-
resia for the Polynesians.’’ What right have
we. or any other white nation, to interfere
with and exploit these child races of the world,
these native races whe are still capable of
living their own lives, althongh, it is true, they
are living upon the doorstep of barbarism and
are just a little past the stone age?

Tnterjection.

Mr. TONES: I have no.desire to raise the
point as to whether Australin has the right to

do the same or not. Had we allowed the
ahoricinal +n mnivane +ha aama Yind Af LBifa
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hie followed before we entered upon his terri-
tory, it may be we would not be doing very
much harm, but in this respect we have
only to look at the way in which the
aboriginal in Australia has been exploited and
interfered with, Of what benefit will it be
to Australia if the whole of the Pacific s
lands came under the domination of ‘“Billy?’
Hughes and the rest of the Imperinlists who
are 80 busy prating patriotism to-dayt I
venture fo say that few maembers of this
great community would benefit in any way
by the possession of these islands. But
what use would they be save to a man who
had a large amount of capital to sink in
them, and who was able to obtain the cheap
labour available there, in order that he
might get a profit out of his capital? The
only purpose that is to be served by the sub-
jeetion of a native race by a white race is
that it enmables the white race to exploit the
subjoet race which iz under its domination
for the time being. If the intention of the
motion is that Australia, through Mr.
Hughes, shall be consulted with regard to
these islands, in order that they may pass
under the care of Australin, and that she
may have other naval bases in the Pacifie,
then T say that we as democratie people ean-
not support it. And we cannot stand for an
DImperialism which has for its objeet the ex-
ploitation of the native races of the world.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.20 p.m.

Mr. JONES: Before tea I was dealing with
the question of subjeet races, and endeavour-
ing to show that there is always danger for
a white race holding an inferior race in sub-
jection. Despite all ideals, despite all the
good wishes of the governing race to deal
with the subject race in the most humane
manner possible, the tendenecy always has
been to tyrannise over the people hsld in sub-
jection. Thia is truc from the days of the
first slave raids right down to the atrogities
perpetrated on the Congo, and is true of the
Pacifiec Tsles. The only way in which the pro-
blem of these islands can be gettled is to give
them self government. The member for Kan-
owna (Hon. T. Walker) has referred to the
fact that the Tongans, under the guardian-
ship of a leagne of nations, have achieved an
approach to nationality, have made of their
self government a great success. And what
has been achieved by one Pacifie race can be
nchieved, given proper opportunities, by all
of them. TUndoubtedly the Fijians and the
Sampans are the highest Polynesiang; the in-
habitants of the Caroline and Marshall Is-
lJands are almost akin to the Malays; and the
lowest of the Pacific races, the Melaresians
and the Papuans, are very near to our own
Australian aborigines. Nevertheless, I hold
that all of them, given fair opportunities,
could govern themselves suitably. At the
present timie, where they are not inferfered
with—and there are many parts of those is-
lands on which the white man has not yet
cast the cursa of higs Dresence—the natives
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still are governing themselves. It is true
that in those parts they praetise cannibal-
ism; but they oat only their enemies. Well
may hon. members laugh, after the holocaust
in the Old World, with ity piled-up ten mil-
lion dead! Murder amongat the tribes, mur-
der within the particular community—small
tribes, small communities, it is true—is prae-
tically unknown, even in the case of the
lowest of these Pnacific Islanders. Take a
Melanesian or a Papuan village—and I am
now referring particularly to the lower races
—it is found that they govern themselves
through a chief, who iz elected by the whole
of the villagers. He ia no despot, no tyran-
nical antocrat, but a chief who functions as
the father of the tribe, a chief to whom all
disputes hetween individuals are referred,
who has the settling of all arguments be-
tween members of bis community, who, if he
ig young enough—in most cases he is an old
man—Ileads the men of the village out to
battle when they go to fight a neighbouring
tribe. These races are blest by Nature with
a supersbundance of food. With very little
tillage indeed they are able to grow every-
thing they need for their existence. They
live practically a vegetarian life. With their
gtone tools they monld out their ¢anoces and
build their houses. Their apparel they make
out of grass cloth. They live a happy, healthy
life.

Mr, Johnston: But Germany was govern-
ing the races referred fo in thiz motion,

Mr. JONES: The hon. member, bhaving
been decply immersed in conversation with
another hon. member on I know not what
subjeet, did mot hear me remark that there
are many parts of those islands which the
white man has never yet vigited, and that in
those parts native self government survives.
My argument 8 that what the Polynesians
can do under those conditiona they could de
equally well and better under the benevolent
snzerainty of a league of npations. In the
pative villages the arts of peacc are prac-
tised; the matives till the fields, and live a
life to which wmany Europeans who have
observed it logk  back  with longing.
Tn these villages there are mno starv-
ing- people, no unemployed, no destitution,
no prestitution, none of those beauti-
ful beunefits of civilisation which the white
man is so anxious to bestow upen his heathen
brother in the South Seas. Along to this
primitive Utopia comes the missionary, to
preach his particutar gospel of ‘‘the great ome
on top.’’ The child mind of the native ac-
copts the gospel, and weleomes the mission-
ary's views,

Mr. Smith: By all accounts the missionary
has a sad time.

Mr, JONES: Not nowadays. Nowadays the
missionary has a good time, running a fine
plantation and making large profits out of if.
I do not suggest that that is what the mis-
gionaries are missioning for, but they do that.
So far as the missionary may be engaged in

tomnhlenme Aand $fentnine Fhe wvafirea and s BfF.
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ting him for the real benefits of civilisation,
I have no quarrel with missionary enterprise,
But after the missionary comes the trader,
with all the gewgaws and mirrors and glass
beads and ornaments of a beneficent civilisa-
tion,

Mr. 8mith: Bully Hayes.

Mr. JONES: Along comes the trader, asg I
say, and gradually the native exchanges
primitive drese and primitive ornaments for
the goods which the white man introduces. In
this way the small mind of the mative becomes
prepared for those further benefits of civilisa-
tion which are to follow after. Behind the
migsionary and the trader comes the recruiter,
looking for labour.

Mr. Teesdale: What about the Trades Hall
delegate?

Mr. JONES: I have not the slighest doubt
in the world that a delegate from the Trades
Hall would be very beneficial in those ecireum-
stances. The usual wage paid to the native
who is brought from his home and taken to
work in order to earn profit for some big man
in Australia or in London, is 6s. per month,
with & little rice—the sort of wage which the
hon. member interjecting would like to sec the
workers of this country receive,

Mr. Teesdale: Do you say there is no pros-
titution®

My, JONES: Not in the villages. Of course,
wherever the white man goes, there is prosti-
tution, Wherever the white man foists the al-
leged benofita of eivilisation on the native,
there is that evil following in the white man s
track,

The Minister for Works: What has that to
do with the question9

Mr. JONES: Some hon. members make me
feel ashamed of white men.

The Minister for Works: Some white men
are ashamed of you.

Mr. JUNBES: The opinion of white men I
have no fear of; the opinion of other men I
disregard. Along comes the recruiter. He en-
lists the services of thig primitive, stone-age
native, and takes him to work somewhere on &
plantation at the munificent wage of 6s, per
month—in some cases the reeruiter may man-
age to secure the native for 5s. per month,
One shilling is paid in cash, and 4s, are de-
ferred; the native gets the 4s. in trade, in the
shape of a few lengths of turkey twill and a
hurricane lamp, when he is finished. Hon,
members know that that is the way the white
man treats the native whenever he gets o
chance to exploit his coloured brother.

Hon, R. H. Underwoed (Honorary Minis-
ter): What did the Germans dof

Mr. JONES: I am endeavouring to show
that the tendency of any white race is to
tyrannise over any native race whom they may
happen to hold in subjection.

Mr, Pickering: Which section of the white
race?
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Mr. JONES: Any section of the white race,
partieularly any section in which the hon,
member interjecting had a say.

Mr, Pickering: Speak for yourself.

Mr. JONES: I trust hon. members will not
forees me to make hot retorts.

Mr, SPEAKER: I think if the hon. em-
ber would keep a little more closely to the
motion there would be less interruption.

Mr. JO&ES: I am endeavouring to show
that it ig not to the benefit of any white race
to govern a native race from outside; that the
only solution of the problem to which this
motion refers is to give self government to
these particular people.

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
etr): What chance would they have with
Germany?

Mr. JONES: What chance had ’._l‘onga
against Germany? What chance had legria
against Germany? Tonga is self governing.

Hon. R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Tonga has the protection of the British
flag.

Mr. JONES: What I wish to save these
uatives from is exploitation by any race what-
soever. I have no illusions on the subject. No
doubt, if it were left to many of us, we would
impose good and wise laws on those natives.
But so long as it is permitted, in any part of
the world, te engage the members of subject
races to work at 8 very low wage, at a wage
that really is not a wage at all, but representa
the cheapest of cheap labour, so long as that
is permitted, the holding in subjection of
native races is good neither for the natives
nor for the Europeans.

Mr. Pickering: What standard
would you advocate?

Mr, TONES: I do unet want these natives
to work for wages at all. I am right up
against the wages system.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The homn, member
must keep to the motion,

Mr, JONES: If, hon. members will not in-
terrupt me so much, 3ir, T will do my lLest to
keep to the motion. I am deoing my best.
These natives are called lazy and when they
refuse to leave their Utopian homes, wherg
they have plenty of food and everythirg thcy
need, so a8 to go to work in order to pile up
profits for some outside firm, they are flogged.
No doubt hon, members who have been inter-
jecting are hardly aware that at the present
time these islands are siill being administered
under German laws., These laws were laid
down in the days of Germany’s early oecn-
pation of the islands and the British sre eatr-
rying them out, floggings and all

Resolved: that motions be continued,

Mr. JONES: Undoubtedly the British ad-
minjgtration, even though it be of the German
laws, is better than the Gorman administra-
tion. Novertheless we must wot lovget that if
a native absents himself for two hours from

his work without asking the permission of his
martar he 3a nlacad anrmos tha d4hemeah e o LYm < 1o
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Mr, Smith: What proof have you of that?

Mr., JONES: My own eyesight, 18 months
age.
Mr. Bmith: On which isiands?

Mr. JONES: The late German New Guine,
New Island, New DBritaio, and the late Ger-
man Solomon TIslands.

Mr. Smith: And you saw natives Hogged on
all those islands because they were away from
their work for two hours?

My, JONES: Not in every instance. But I
am not here to submit to a cross examination
at the hands of the hon, member, I am not
under the harrow of the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ at
the present moment. 1 have seen cases of
flogging for the simple offence that I have de-
seribed.  The more highly developed races,
those further away from the Stone age, the
Melanesians and Polynegians, the Fijians and
the Bamoans, having greater reasoning power,
cannot be so easily recruited, and whilst it is
still possible to ohtain natives to work there,
they are gradually becoming wise that it is no
good leaving their homes in order to work
simply to enable somebody else to miake a pro-
fit. The day is rapidly dawning when, if thesc
islands are taken over by Kuropean power, it
will be necessary to take indentured labour
there. What we want to do with those islands,
T do not know. lIs it in the interests of democ-
racy that we should reduce those people to the
level of slaves, and I say that it amounts to
nothing else but slavery when a man, whether
e be black, brown, or any other colour, is
forced to sign a contract to work for one, two,
or three years for his food and a few miser-
able shillings. The ignorant natives do not
know what they are signing when they put
their mark to a document,

The Minister for Works: We would take
them out of the hands of the bruial Hums.

Mr. JONES: We did that four years ago
and the same gystem is still going on. We are
still foreing them to sign contracts for three
years, und if they find that the servitude is
too bard and they run away, the machinery of
Government is placed at the disposal of the
planter and the natives are brought back to
be flogged. A motion of this sort is of no
value unless it goes to the logieal coneclusion
and says that we will give these people self-
government and declare under what conditions
they shall work, I will not stand by calmly
and see a motion carried which means that we
are in favour of these child-like people heing
exploited. As a democrat I cannot do that, and
unless we have an amendment to the motion
on the lines I have indicated that we are pre-
pared to give them self-government, [ shall not
vote for the motion or the amendment which
has already been moved.

Mr. TROY (Mf. Magnet) [7.53]: My re-
marks on this subject will be brief hecause the
motion is one which should not have been
brought forward in this House. A qnestion of
this character needs tnore congideration and
more inquiry than e¢an be given to it in the
course of a snperficial diseussion such as we
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can only be misleading. It does not give to
the country and neither does it give to any-
one outside a clear interpretation of what the
wishes of the people of Australia are regarding
these conquered territories. This Parliament
has no right to speak the views of Western
Agstralia in regard to such a matter because
the people have not been comsulted. Trom a
sentimental standpoint or because they may be
influenced by passions resulting from the recent
great war, the people might be agreeable to
these territories being taken over hy the Com-
monwealth, I am convinced in my mind, how.
ever, that there will be strong doubis ox-
pressed regarding the wisdom of the taking
over by Australia of amy sueh new burdens.
T do not know whether the Premier intends by
this motion to give to the world the idea that
Augtralia wants these territories. T am of the
opinion that Awstralia does not want them.
We are¢ a handful of people in this mighty
continent, and for the next 100 or 200 years
we will have all we can possibly do to earry
out the development of this country in the man.
ner that we expeet it to be done if we desirc
to vetain possession of Australia. To ask us
to take over these islands or to insinuate thaf
we are willing to take over territory whieh
cannot be cone without inereasing our liabili:
ties, is to ask too much, Even Germany could
not develop those islands exeept by the use of
indentured labour and by the payment of Im-
perial bonuses. I am wnot desirous of eeeing
that this territory should be handed over tc
any nation which may become a menaee to the
security of this continent, and it is time thai
we should express an opinion regarding the dan:
gers facing us. . If by a resolution of
this House we are going to give permissior
to the Prime Minister to make representatior
to British statesmen as to our attitude, it i
not due to the Commonwealth Government tc
tell these who are going to represent us af
the Peace Conference that we do not favow
the handing over of these islands, . If T wer
asked to express an opinion as to which natior
I thought should have contral of these islands
with the information I have at my disposal
and the limited time I have bad in which
give consideration to the matter, T should saj
hand them over to America.

Mr. Davies: Why America?

Mr. TROY: DBecause, in my opinion
Ameriea will be our safeguard for all time
Tf there is one nation which has a great dea
in common with us just new, a nation whicl
is with us in speech and largely in ideals an¢
at the same time has great interests in the
Pacifie, it is the United States of America
and sinee that nation has the mecans where
with it will be possible to develop thes
islands, I weuld offer no objection to then
bheing handed over.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Hounorary Minis
ter) + What objection can there be to Australis
having a say in the matter?

My, TROY: If Australin will sny definitel
what it wants, I might be prepared to con
sider it. But a motion such as we have befor
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tralia ought to be consulted. How? By Mr.
Hughes giving dn expression of opinion to
British statesmen? If the people of Australin
are going to express an opinion, let us put the
question to them and thus decide it definitely.
If Australia is to be consulted it cannot be
constited in an adequate manmner by the pas-
sage of a bald motion of this character. The
motion is definite in part, It says that the
territory should not be handed baeck to Ger
many and that in the consideration and deter-
mination of proposals affecting the eontrol
of these islands, Australia should be consulted.
‘éJust so.”’ But Anstralia means Mr. Hughes
just now. Mr. Hughes is not the mouthpiece
of Anstralin on this question. He is on a visit
to Great Britain as the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth, and the Premier in moving the
motion, is influenced we are told by the Col-
onial Treasurer, by the Commonwealth acting
Prime Minister, and this Parliament is to do-
cide the question which time does not permit
ng to decide adequately and properly, and by
giving information by which we are able to
decide it. If tho Premier had moved a motion
that this territory should never be handed
back to Germany that would be something
definite. 1f he had moved that it be
handed to America that would be definite.
Tf he had moved that we in Australia want
these islands, that would be dJefinite. Mr.
Hughes has put forward certain definite pro-
posals in England, and because he has not
received the backing which he did formerly,
he is negotiating and has cabled to Australia
asking that the Parliaments should support
him anpd that is the reason we are discussing
this motion. We ought not to be disenssing
it at all. T have herc some facts relating to
the position of these islands, and T
find that &ll these islands have been
a bhurden on the country that has
held them. New Guinea has been a great
burden on the Commonwealth. The Northern
Territory has been a burden. Wa have taken
on £300.000,000 of a burden in eonnection with
this war and we shall have very heavy liabili-
ties still to meet. Wa do not know where we
are going to get the population to develop the
country and pay the taxation. The whole
future of this country is elouded. We do not
know really where we are as to our present
lighilities. Tt is held in Great Britain that
we in Australia are endeavouoring to secure
more territorv, that we have land hunger, that
we are greedy, that we want an acquisition of
territory when we have all the conntry that
wa regunire for ourselves and onr ehildren for
hundreds of years to come. T intend to vote
against the amendment and the metion. T
protest arainst the motion heing hronght for-
ward withont proper consideration and in-
auniry and withont the neonle being consulted.
Not even a practical husinesslike proposition
has been put forward., Since Australin is not
likely to secure any indemnity as a result pf
the war, we might with advantage take over

Ocean Tstand by way of indemmitv, beeause T, .
wnderstand Ocean Tsland possesses a commo- | 1 cessant raids on our coasts.
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itself fo this country, I am of opinion we lave
n¢ business to express an opinion on matters
of this character without proper reference to
the people and without full knowledge of
where these proposals may lead. 1 therefore
shall vole against hoth the motion and the
amendment.

Mr, DAVIES (Guildford) [8.6]: I had not
intended to address the House on this matter,
but after listening to the remarks of the mem.
ber for Mt. Magnet and the member for Fre-
muntle, one is bound to express amazement at
some of the remarks. The member for Mt.
Magnet says he does not see the use, or why
tha House should express its opinion on a
motion of this character. 1 want right here
fo express my unbounded admiration for the
frankness this aftevncon of the leader of the
Opposition in confessing, so far as he is per-
sonally concerned, that he does not desire to
sce these islands returned to Germany. I hope
the leader of the Oppoesition is speaking for
his party on this occasion, because ii is a faet
that, whilst some members of that party have
expressed the opinien ihat this House should
not consider this motion, they themselves as a
party have considered it. When Mr. Tudor
led the Labour party to the polls at the last
clection, he issued a statement in an official
manifesto, and these arc the words used by
Mr, Tudor and signed, I understand, by cvery
member of his party who consuited the clectors
on that occasion—

Recent developments in aérial and sub-
marine warfare indieate the perils which
would threaten this continent if a potential
enemy were permitted to acquire or resume
sovercignty of the islands adjacent to Aus-
tralia,

Mark you, acquire or resume those islands.
Hon. W, C. Augwin: We were with him.
Mr, DAVIES: An interjection was made

to the hon member ‘‘why Australia resumed

control; what is wrong with Britain assuming
control, what is wrong with France, why not

Ameriea, why go outside our owm mnation, why

not Australia he consulted.’” Seeing that the

Lahour party is now split up into two fac-

tiong——

Mr. Munsie: Do not make any
there is only onc party.

Mr. DAVTES: And are clamouring for re-
presentation at the eoming Peacc Conferenee,
let me gay T am with them in reguesting repre-
sentation at any VPeace Conference that may
be held, but if they desire to be represented
at sueh Peace Conference, what is wrong with
this Fouse, elected on a wniversal franchise.
in expressing its opinion?

Hon. P. uollier: Because there is another
Parlinment which has to deal with national
matters, the Commonwealth Parlinment.

Mr. DAVIES: That is admitted. Mr, Tudor
went on further to say—

In enemy control these islands would fur-
nish numerous hases of operations for in-

mistake,
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Mr, Tudor when he issued that manifesto on
that point, and since Mr. Tudor consulted the
electors of Australia I am with the member
for Mt. Magnet when he said that the people
of this continent shonld first be consulted.
They were consulted at the 1817 election, 12
months last May. That was the statement ot
one party; the statement of the other parly
is to be found to-day because we desire to
control those islands. To-day Labour speaks
with two voices,
Mr, Green: Where?

Mr. DAVIES: In this Chamber. Let mo
again say that I am pleased with the admis-
sion made to-night by the leader of the Op-
position,

Hon. P. Collier; T wish the hon. member
would not put it in that way, He says “‘an
udmission,’’ which conveys an inference that
T have entertained opinions otherwise.

Mr. DAVIES: The last Interstate Confor-
ence, which is held in the labour movement to
be the High Court of labour, declared last
June that so far as the official labour move-
ment of Australin was concerned they desired
to get peace by negotiation and no annexsz-
tions,

Hon, P, Collier: Which was the policy of
Great Britain and all the Allies engaged in
the srar.

Mr. DAVIES:
changed?

Hon, P. Collier: Upon that policy declarcd
by President Wilson we have the present
Armistice.

Mr. DAVIES: ‘“No anuexations.”’

Hon, P, Collier: That is the policy.

Mr. DAVIES: If that is the poliey of the
official Tabour party of Australia

Hon, P. Collier: It is the policy of Great
Britain and Awmeriea,

Mr, DAVIES: If that is the policy of the
Labour party, why the statement in this
Chamber to-night? These are the words of
the leader of the Opposition— " As far as I
am concerned T do not desire to see the is-
lands returned to Germany.’’

Mr. Munsie; He never has desired it,

Mr. DAVIES: You cannot -have ‘it both
ways.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member has had
his say. There must be order.

Mr. Green: But the hon. member is making
false statements.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not wish to interrupt,
but I cannot speak again and T cannot allow
incorrect statements to be made. I do not wish
false impressions to be placed on my words.

Mr. DAVIES®: The member for Boulder said
to-night that as far as he was concerned he
did not wish to see the islands returned to
Germany. Is that clear¥ The conference
held in the Savoy hotel said, ‘‘We will have
peace’’

Mr, Green: Why not have a policy of your
0w

Mr., SPEAKER:

Temrma memsd s

Why was the poliey

QOrder! Hon., membhers

enccimd
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Mr, DAVIES: The hon. member said, ‘' We
desire peace by negotiantion and no annexa-
tions,”” and I say without fear of contradic-
tion if that policy means anything it means
that these islands should be resumed by Ger-
many.

Mr. Munsie: It means nothing of the kind
and you know it,

Hon. P. Collier: That is what President
Wilson and Lloyd George stood for.

Mr. DAVIES: This hurts.

Mr., Green: That is why you seem 30
pleased. You are the greatest hypoerite in
the Chamber,

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. members must keep
order. The hon. member will address himself
to the subject.

Mr. DAVIES: What does ‘“no annexation'’
mean? Does it not mean that the istands are
to be resumed by Germany? Tf not, it must
mean, as the member for Fremantle snggests,
Polynesia for the Polynesians, and give it
back to the natives,

Mr. Jones: A very good motto, too.

Mr. DAVIES: On the question of Mr,
Hughes representing Australia, T say that
while bhe is in England Mr. Hughes has the
right to speak for Australia,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you think Auns-
tralin would eall Lloyd George a linr®

Mr. DAVIES: T am not prepared to necept
the statement of the Press on that point. It
has been said that the representatives of
Great Britain are quite capable of conserving
the interests of Australia at the Peace Con-
ference. I find that the Labour movement in
Great Britain are not troubling their heads at
all about the White Australia policy.

Hon. P. Collier: Why single ont the Labour
movement? Are the rest of Great Britain
troubling about the White Australia policy?

Mr, DAVIES: Perhaps not, but the differ-
ence between the two is that in Australia it ia
Iaid down as the poliey of Labour that we
shall have a White Australia.

Hon. P. Collicr: Not merely the policy of
Labour, but the policy of Australia.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so, but the Labour
party of Australia claim a common brother-
hood with the Labour party of any other
country, and if the Labour party of Australia
desire to see the White Australia policy car-
ried into operatien, it behoves them to make
their voice clear on the subjeet. While the
statesmen of Great Britain know a good
many things, we cannot hide the fact that
the members of this Chamber who owe ullegi-
ance to Labour know that when Mr. Hughes
left Australia in 1915—1T do not wish to give
anything away; it is difflenlt to know what
to say on a subject like this,

Hon. P. Collier: There is nothing to prevent
you from saying anything, except that it
might be ecensored.

Mr. DAVIES: Well, when Mr. Hughes
went Home in 1915 we in the Labour move-
ment were told—and this argument was usel
with the workers of Australia for the pur-

riran A~ Fnrmine At aAanaav it e arnd wra
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must not forget that Japan iz our ally and
fought for us and we cannot be e¢urs envugh
to allow a natien to fight for us and then
ducline to fraternise with them afterwardy——
e e 8he made the request that
her services should be recognised and thut
her people should come into Australia on the
same conditions as white people. That gues-
tion js still unsettled. What if the Peace
Conference decides that New Guinea shall be
handed to Australia, providing that the Jup-
anese shall enter New Guineaz on the same
eonditions ag Australians? The moment New
Guinga becomes part and parcel of Australia
under such conditions, the policy of a White
Australia breaks down.

Mr, Troy: What has that to do with the
motion?

Mr, BPEAKER: It has no bearing on the
motion. The hon, member will confine him-
gelf to the motion.

Mr. DAVIES: Tt has been said, and [ agree
with it, that this motion ocught not to have
been brought forward in this House. That
is all rvight, provided we stick to it on all
oecasions, We have previously had motions
that were the peculiar province of the Im-
perial authorities, and no exception has heen
taken by either side of the IHouse. "The ob-
jeetion to this motion is based on the pro-
bability that Mr, Huoghes will be chosen to
represent Australin at the Peace Conference.
Tt is for that reason the Opposition are fAind.
ing fanlt with the motion,

{on. P, Collier: Not with the motion.

My, DAVIES: If striking out the latter
part of the motion means anything, it meaus
that the whoele ought to be struck out. It
would have been far better if the mover of
the amendment had merely voted against the
motion. The leader of the Opposition agrecs
with the motion so far as it states that the
islands should unot be restored to Germany.
We all agree with that, But the hon, maom-
ber desires that the latter part of the mo-
tion should be eliminated, Tn the former
part we give a dircetion to the Imperial ao-
thorities that the islanda shall not be handed
haek to Germany, while in the secomd part we
say, ‘'If you intend to take the question

into consideration you shonld consult Aus-
tralia,'’

Hon., P. Collier: They eonsult Australin
every day.

Mr. DAVIES: T have no deubt that the ie-
presentatives of Gireat Britain at the Teace
jonference will look after the interests of
Australin in point of sentiment. But the
Britisher does not regard g thing from the
same viewpoint as an Australian, and so
there is the danger that if Australia be not
directly represented at the Pence Confercnce
this question of the Pacific Tslands may be
settled in & way unsatisfactory to the people
of Australia. T plead with hon, members Lo
earry the motion unamended. It wonld have
been better if the leader of the Opposition
had contented himself with voting againsgt the
motion instead of moving to amend it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P. Collier: T am not opposed to the
pringiple of the motion.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannang) [8.27]: I wish to
at least disabuse the minds of some members
opposite that every member on this side is
opposed to anything done by Mr. Hughes., I
have disagreed with many things he has
done, but let me say that I am right with
him in the attitude he has adopted on this
question. T believe he is on the right course,
Whether or not he should represent Australia
at the Peace Conference, I am not prepared
to say. I believe that if Australia bad an
opportunity for voting on the guestion, he
would not be the man. While I am confident
that the British statesmen will give a fair
deal to Australia, as far as their knowledge
guides them, I should be more satisfied if
Auatralia had direct representation at the
Peace Conference,

Hon. W, €. Angwin: Bhe will get it, too.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know where the
hon. member receives his information. From
the only information I can get, namely, the
cable columns of the newspapers, I am very
doubtful whether Australia is to bhe directly
represented at the Peace Conference, 1 have
always held the opinion that Germanv
should not be allowed to regain coutrol of
New Guinea e Pergonally T
do not see any great objection to the niotion,
even as it gtands. The position taken up by
the leader of the Opposition is that we aro
endeavouring by this motion to instruct Great
Britain to deo something whieh ghe has al-
ready promised to do. He takes the view that
it is practically an insult to our British
statesmen to carry the motion as it is worded.
It appears te me from the Press cables that
there is a movement towards the Dominions
being represented at the Peace Conference
only by one delogate, and that the Dominions
shall select that delegate. If that is so we
have no hope of seeuring that delegation.
Canada, with her sight and a half millions
population against our five millions will
secure the representation,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We sent more soldiers
than Canada did,

Mr. MUNSIE: Tf any country in the British
Lmpire is ontitled to represenation at the
Peace Conference it is Australia,

Hon, F. E. 8, Willmott {Honorary Minis-
ter): Western Australia itself has sent more
soldiers per head of the population.

Mr. MUNSIE: In my opinion we could get
quite as good & representative from this State
a8 from any of the Eastern States. I am,
however, speaking aeg an Australian, and when
I speak as an Australian, T speak for the
Eastern States as mueh as for Western Aus-
tralia. In the interests of Australia, and in
Justice to Australia for what she haa :lone in
fighting for the liberty of the world, we
should have some say at the Peace Confer-
ence when the result of the great vietory is
apportioned amongst the nations of the
world.,

Amendment put and negatived,

Question—put and passed.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1918-19.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 19th Novenber; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Departments of Industries and Woods and
Forests (Hon, B. T Robinson, Minister),

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES AND
WOQDS AND FORESTS (Hon. R. T, Robin-
son—Canning) [8.35]: The operations of the
Agricultural Bank have been limited largely
by the amount of funds at its disposal. The
amount of new capital placed at the disposal
of the bank was £75,000. Of this, £73,000 bas
been loaned to settlers. The sum of £13,000
of thip £73,000, has been usged in the purchase
of stock and implements, and the taking over
of certain liabilities, whilst the balance,
£60,000, has been nased for developmental pur-
poses, including no less than 48,000 acres of
new clearing, During the year the sum of
£36,733 has been repaid to the bank, leaving a
balanee owing by borrowers on the 30th June
of £2,789,388 Notwithstanding that 130 of
what are called abandoned properties, or pro-
perties which have come back to the hands of
the bank, have been sold during the year, the
number of properties on the hands of the bank
has in the aggregate inereased. Tt now
amounts to 722, carrying an advance amount-
ing to £190,000, with £36,000 aceumulated in-
teregt. Losses amounting to £3,000 on proper-
ties sold have been written off to profit and
loss account. The principle adopted in conmec-
tion with the sale of such properties is that
they are sold at their actual value, and not at
the value at which they stand in the books of
the bank.

Mr. Troy: You refer to abandoned proper-
ties. .

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Yes.
Valuations of abandened properties are being
made so that as many as possible of thesc
shall be available for the settlement of those
who wish to take them, or possibly for . dis-
charged soldiers. With regard to the soldiera
many rtestrictions have been placed on the
elass of property which may be offered to
them, particularly that restriction which hag
regard to the distance from a railway line.
When we come to judge the position from that
standpoint we find there are not many pro-
perties which are capable of being dealt with
tnder that head.

Mr, Draper: What is the distance from a
railway line?

The MINTSTER FOR INDUSTRIES: It is
nine miles. Most of the properties are at dis-
tances which range from 12 miles to 13 miles,
Up to the end of September 35 properties
within the radins were disposed of. With ro-
gard to the policy of the bank in respect of
abandoned properties, if a farm stands in the
books of the bank at £850 and the inspectors
agree that it is worth £500, the balance of
£350 is written off and that is the end of it.

Mr. Smith: Do you not call for public ten-
dersf

The MTNISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: No,
not in the ease of reterned soldiers.

Hon, W. €, Angwin: You have only lost
£3,000.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: That
is the amount that has been written off. It
would be almost foolish to hazard an estimate
of what losses the bank will eveutually have
made, It is impossible to-day to say what the
actual value of land is. Anyone who owns a
tarm knows how difficult it is to sell it. IF we
were to judge the value of our agrieultural
lands or the assets of the bauk by what the
propertics might fetch in the open market, we
should have to make a very hazardous guess
as to what our losses would be. With the
clearing away of the clouds of war and the re-
turn of prosperity to this country, and when
agricultural lands are developed and come into
their own again, there can be no question but
that these losses, if amy, will be very largely
wiped out of existence, and our Agricultural
Bank securities will be found to be of & pro-
per valve. No less than 1,000 of the bank's
clients, as well as a large proportion of our
agricuitural labourers, have enlisted. It will
be seen from this that the indusiry has been
left short of man-power, and T am not aur-
prised that I have to tell the Committee that
many of the farms are on our hands. The
fact that the 1,000 farmers who are indebted
to the bank have gone to the war, and that
through drought, distress, and other causes
there have heen many failures, ia responsible
for our having about 700 farms on our hands,
but i most cases arrangements have been made
for carrying them on satisfactorily alike to the
soldier who has been fighting our battles and
the country itself. There are about 9,000
clients or customers of the Agricultural Bank,
With regard te the administration of the
bank, last year the cost amounted to 11s. 104.
per £100 advanced. This year the cost has
been reduced to 10s. 4d.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 the cost divided up
with the Industries Assistance Board?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
estimate may not be as acevrate as if there
wag no Industries Assistance Board, or as if
the two establishments were separated. In
many cases the services which weed to be separ-
ated are now joined together, The cost can be
worked out pretty accurately, and it has been
reduced, as I have eaid, from 1ls. 10d4. to 10s
4d. per £100 advance. This has heen done not-
withstanding the fact that a great deal of
extra work has been cast upon the officers of
the bank owing to the settiement of discharged
goldiers, for which work no charge up to date
has been made. We have merely tried as a unit
of the ecommunity to assist in the settlement
of returned soldiers, without causing any extra
charge to be made upon them or the Lands
Department, with which we are working. The
amount advanced from the bank in conneetion
with soldiers—I may say that the bank is
merely acting as a machine, 80 to speak, in
the way of book-keeping, inspections, and so
on, for the Repatriation Department, which
i3 under the control of the Premier—was
£10,915 to the 30th TJune, and to the 30th Sep-
tember this was inereased to £22,872. The
total commitment of the bank on the latter
date in the same category amounted to £68,000,
distribnted amongst 188 horrowers. Dealing
with the question of the Tndustries Assistance
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Board, which is so closely allied to the Agri-
cultural Bank, I may say that for the finaneial
year ended 31st March last the advances made
totalled £803,825 as compared with £936,000
for the previous year. Of the sum advaneed
last year, £083,000 represented money paid to
the various Government departments for bank
interest, water rates, and so on, the balance,
£710,000, being for ordinary assistance towards
the production of crops, that is to say, the
finding of the wheat itself and super, the geea-
sional finding of machinery, and the sometime
finding of horses and harness, and aleo for
subsistence money, whick is aliowed from time
to time to enable the farmer to earry on.
The total advances made on account of Gov-
ernment indebtedness since the inception of
the board amounts to £579,995. I give these
figures because they were repeatedly asked for
when I was making my address on this gubject
last year. That is the total to the end of the
laat financial year,

Mr. Pickering: It has been paid back again,
though, has it not¥

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: True.
That is in payment of rents, water rates, bank
interest, bank charges, and so forth.

Mr. Troy: Also roads boards rates?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Yes.

Mr. Troy: And arrears of rents?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Yes;
and also land tax, and the like.

Mr. Pickering: What interest is charged for
those advances?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
rate of interest charged by the board is seven
per cent. The eapital provided to the board
up to the 31st March totalled £1,372,000, whilst
the advances outstanding by settlers amounted
to £1,456,000. This includes advances made
under paragraph (e¢) of Section 9 only, and
at present outstanding, approximately £68,000.
From this amount has to be dedueted
approximutely £257,000 representing moneys
held in trust and not yet eredited—that is,
certificates coming in for the sale of wheat.
Therefore the net liability on account of ad-
vances stands at £1,198,653. Hon. members
will probably reeall remarks I made on the
introdeetion of these Estimates last year, when
the amount due to the Treasurer by my de-
partment under this heading was between
£300,000 and £600,000. We were then
looking forward, on the advice of ex-
perts, to an’ eleven-bushel harvest, which
would have reduced the amount due to
between £300,000 and £400,000. But one of
those dispensations of Providence for which
even the Minister for Industries cannot he
held responsible ocenrred, and we received only
a 514-bushel harvest for the IL.AB. settlera,
If hon. members thought otherwise at the
time the forecast was made, they would have
pulled me up, for there were, as there now
are, practical farmers in this Chamber. The
result of the 5%-bushel harvest has been to
duplicate my overdraft with the Treasurer, to
raise it from about £550,000 to over one mil-
lion pounds, The Treasurer tells me it is ap-
palling; but he has found the money all the
same, The farmer has been carried on in tha
most sympathetic way possible ~We had

[ASSEMBLY.]

2,378 sgettlers on the Industries Assistance
Board, and their average return throughout
was 51, -bushela. In the flpaneial stress
throngh which the State has been passing,
it is a matter of congratulation for the
farmer that the Stite has been able to find
that extra half-million of money and still to
carry him on, having a full confidence in the
farmer.and the great country in which he op-
erates. But with those figures in view, is
it any wonder that the board and the Minister
ghould have endeavoured by every means iun
their power to administer aftairs with every
possible regard for cconomy consistent with
that sympathetic treatment of the farmer
which Parliament has established as s prie-
ciple in connection with agsistance to indus-
triesf For the reasons I have given it was
deemed advisable to revise the scale of pay-
ments, and the scale has been reduced to 5a.
per day sustenance for the single man, 7a. per
day sustenance for the married man without
children, and a maximwm of s per day sve-
tenance for the married man with children.
The answers I gave this afterncon to certain
questions asked by & farmers’ representative
in this connection will be well within the
recollection of the Committee.

Mr. Johnston: The reductions seem very
drastic,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: I re-
gret the bhon, member interjecting waas not in
his seat to hear the reasons for the reductions.
Prior to the present arrangement, the board
were paying everybody—single man, married
man without children, and married man with
half-a-dozen children—9s. a day, which was
apparently called a wage irrespective of con-
dittions. Then a e¢ry came fto me from the
Treasurer, ‘‘ You must watch the expeanditure
of money in your department. I cannot go
on finding you sums of money indefinitely.”’
Various means have been found, legitimately
and carefully to wateh the outflow of money,
and the reduced seale has been one of the
economies effected. Special cases of hardship
will be considered by the bhoard on the ad-
vice of the imspeetor. That, indeed, is nothing
new; it has always been the practice during
my time and I believe it has been the practice
right along, not to treat these regulations as
infiexible. Cases of hardship must be treated
on their own particular merits, and they will
continue to be so treated with the wtmost
sympathy for the distressed farmer. I do not
believe that the reduction of 2s. per day in
the sustenance allowance is going to drive
large numbers of farmers off the land. The
farmers, according to what I have seem of
them in the backblocks, are men with stont
hearts, who will pall through. In any case,
the marriedl men with families will continue
to receive approximately their previous al-
lowanees. We do not want to penalise the
man with a family; be is worth helping and
supporting. We can economise without treneh-
ing on him. Baut, so that hon. members may
not be under the misconeeption that thig sne-
tenanee allowance is all the farmer gets, let
me point out that the farmer has his own grist,
has his own little mill, and can grind np his own
flour or make his own meal, or send the grain
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out to be treated. Nearly every farmyard
haa ita own fowls, or a pig, and most farmers
know how to turn a pig into pork or bacon.

The Colonial Treasurer: And the farmer can
kesp a cow.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Yes;
and I am glad to say that farmers on the
board who bave the necessary feed and ae-
commodation keep eows. The board have
used these ready moneys to help LA B. farm-
ers with cows, and we are prepared to con-
tinue that. The cows are kept not for dairy
purpeses, but for sustenance purposes, for the
farmers’ families.

Mr. Pickering: Up to what valuet

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Up
to a reasomable amount, enough for one or
two cows. The amounts advanced have been
from £10 te £20 per animal, In c¢onnection
with the present harvest, superphosphate was
supplied for the purpose of seeding an area
of 548,000 aeres, That refers only to farmers
on the Industries Assistance Board; do not
let anybody think that means the farmers
of Wesiern Australia, or evenr the farmers
on the beoks of the Agricultural Bank.
My remarks now relafe eolely to LA.B.
tarmers. In order to show how closely
what wag intended has been approzimated,
T state that an arem of 506,000 acres
has in fact been seeded. I need not tell hon.
members, singe it is known throughout the
land, that the prospects of the harvest about
to be reaped, or in many places being reaped,
are on the whole very favourable. In many
districis the crops are looking splendid, and
returns are golden. There is no country de-
pendent on agrieulture which ean say that
every farmer in it has succeeded. Therefore,
even when I speak of a very favourable erop,
and of crops Jooking splendid, I do not wish
to convey the false impression that every-
body’s crop looka splendid and that everybody
ig going to have a rain of golden sovereigns.
Speaking generally of the farma that are
being assisted by the Government in econnec-
tiom with the Industries Assistance Board,
[ have no hesitation in saying that the re-
sults should be good, and I hope to see my
debit balance with the Treasurer this time
substantially reduced. A good deal of con-
troversy has taken place amongst farmers
throughout the ecommunity by a decision of
the Industries Assistanee Board to compel as-
sisted farmers to send in returns of their
stock and the amounts they receive for the
sale of wool, pigs, ete. That may seem from
a general statement to be somewhat harsh,
I have, however, found that the farming re-
presentatives in this House are  satisfied
when reasonable explanations are given o
them and in these cases the explanations are
quite reasonable, There are in some dis-
tricts many farmers on the Industries Asaist-
ance Board who have lots of sheep. If hon,
members will peruse the report of the Board
which is en the Table of the House they will
see that in one distriet thers are Industries
Assistance Board farmers numbering 87, who

have amongst them no fewer than 35,000
sheep.
Mr. Troy: Where are they?
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES:; I
will not toll the hop, member; it might make
him jealous. But I can tell him that they are
not far from where he is. One farmer alone,
who is on the board, has 2,000 sheep. It
seemed ludicrons to me that a man with sueh
a number of sheep should complain of hig
sustenance allowance.

Mr. Johnston: Why not get him off the
board{

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: It
is not very easy to do that, but I can get
him off by saying, ‘‘You shall not have any
gnstenance allowance.’’ I would be surprised
to find any member in this House question a
deeision of the board in that respeet; on the
contrary I should say they would be satisfied
with the action of the board. If a man is
getting sufficient from the progeny of his
sheep and pigs to keep him, he does not want
sustenance allowance from the board.

The Colonial Treasurer: In his own inter-
ests he shounld not have it.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES:
Quite so, It has been decided that the Gov-
etnment should introduce a further amend-
ment to the Industries Assistance Act for the
purpose of acquiring security not over the
whole of the farmers’ free assets but over free
stock, machinery, fencing, and buildings. My
own way of looking at it is that it would be a
very drastic step for the Government to demand
security over everything a man possesses, in
view of the decision of this House two years
ago that chattels and stock should not be
included in Government seenrity. But we
are entitled to take that fact into eonsidera-
tion in deciding whether we are going to give
a man 9s. or 3s, or anythiog at all per day.
T want to come to another subjeet. The In-
dustries Assistance Board almost from its in-
ception decided that fallowing must be
adopted. It is comsidered by the prae-
tical farmers who constitute the Board that
fallowing is essential to puccessful farming,
and this policy from a very small beginning
has gradunally been brought inte effect. In a
number of cases settlers who are assisted
under this Act had such a small area cleared
that the operation of such a policy was im-
possible so far as they were eoncerned, and
in such eases a different policy and different
methods had to be earried omt. The Roard
therefore established what they called a small
aren system of sustenance, whereby provi-
gion was made for sustenance payments for
the actua! sowing and harvesting of the
crop. That is to say it was payment for work
and labour done, measured by the amount
put in and taken off and throughout the rest
of the year the sustenance was not given,
But to meet the position arrangements had to
he made with the trustees of the Agricnltural
Bank to advance to those particular settlers
what is called *fimprovement money’' for the
rurpose of carrying out further clearings and
therefore improving their gecurity and provid-
ing for them work and income during the
intervening period. T personally have been
keeping a good wateh over these small hold-
ings because this system is experimental. It
was instituled 12 months ago by the present
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board and a close wateh is being kept by
averybody. I am glad to say that most of
those who are being assisted in this diree-
tion are increasing their clearing and at the
same time inereasing their earning capacity.
The result is that very much larger arcas
have been brought under cultivation and it
is proposed to coutinue this system until a
settler, by the means I have described, ia
brought up to the position that he will be
abie to receive what is known as his full
sustenance allowance. On the subject of rab-
bits, as hon. members are aware, the Gov-
ernment have embarked on a special policy to
deal with this menace. Arrangements have
been made, and they have already heen out-
lined in this House, whereby the Chief Rab-
bit Inspector is undertaking a vigorous cru-
sade against the pest on their breeding
grounds, whether those breeding grounds be
on Crown lands or on Agricultural Bank
lands. The Industries Assistanee Board, who
are poisoning on abandoned properties, had a
conference with the Agricuitural Department
so as mot to duplicate the labour, with the
result that the board has undertaken to do
portion of the work for the Rabbit Depart-
ment under that department’s gridance, I had
the privilege recently of travelling through a
good deal of rabbit infested country with my
friends the members for Toodyay and Avon.
Miles and miles of country were examined and
it was a great delight to us to observe that
where tha poison carts had been regularly
working either by the Industries Assist-
ance Board settlers or private individuals
the result was extremely gratifying. Where
men, whether they were on the board or not,
did not use poison carts great arks had been
eaten in the crops, and in one case 25 or 30
acres had gone altogether. This showed the
neeessity for using poison carts. The Indus-
trics Assistance Department is assisting the
Rabbit Department and the Agrienltural De-
partment in earrying out this work, and is
doing it in what T may ecall an economical
way. I understand that one or two inspeet-
ors have begen added to the staff so as to re-
duce the size of the cirenit. Each inspector,
therefore, is able to do a certain amonunt of
work for the Rabbit Department.

Mr. Duff: 'What are you doing on Crown
landat

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES :
Wherever there are breeding grounds they are
being attacked. As hon. members are aware,
we have passed a Bill through this Chamber
dealing with vermin, and it has gone through
another place and in a day or two it will be
before us again with certain amendments.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That ia the Bill which
it was said at the commencement of this ses-
sign was so urgently needed.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
main principle of that Bill is to compel the
settler himself to do the work of exterminating
on his own place. Those settlers who have
been helping themaelves and who have been
nsing poison have benefited considerably while
tho settler whe has not bothered his head hes
suffered. The Bill will enable us to treat
cvgrybody alike,

[ASSEMBLY,]

Mr, Duft: Tbis is the time to get the poison
to work. .

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: I
understand from the Agricultural Depart-
ment that they have now plenty of poison on
hand and they can go right ahead with the
work. Just twelve months agoe 1 laid on the
Table a return which indicated the position
of the various settlers under the board. I have
bad that return brought up to date, and the
statements in it appear under the headinge of
‘“Good, doubtful, and bad.’”’” I do not pro-
pose to quote the figures from that return, be-
cause they have been lying on the Table for
some time and in all probability hon. members
bave seen them. But the return only reguires
to be looked at for one to realise the difficulties
of the department owing to that 515 bughel
harvest. I hope some of the results will be
improved before very long.

Mr, Duff; What are the prospects of this
year’s harvest?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: I
have no report as te what the average is ex-
pected to be, but the reports which I have
already referred to speak of what is called by
thoss who should know, a ‘‘splendid’’ harvest.
We have in the Industries Assistance Board,
as I have repeatedly assured hon. members,
the advantage of administration by three prac-
tical farmers, I have learnt to repose confi-
dence in those men. The members of the board
are Mr. Richardson, who has been on it for
many years, Mr. Cook, and Mr. Maitland
Leake, all men who understand their business
and who have learnt to carry liabilities and
tribulations of their own, and emerge sucecess-
tul. They are full of sympathy and help and
encouragement for the farmers, They say the
harvest is a splendid ome. Dealing with the
FPorestry branch, my close association with
that department enables me to speak with
some confidence of its administration. Last
financial year the department, in common with .
others, had to be subjected to the most strin-
gent economy, 2nd in the administrative work
alone a saving of £1,600 was effected, whilst
the revenue was inercased by no less & sum
‘han £12,000. Hon. members should reallse
that from its ineeption this department has
heen a great source of wealth to the Btate.
The figures of the department of themselves
are giriking, Since 1895 the revenue collected
has been £638,000, whilst the expenditure over
the same period was £153,000, leaving a bal-
ance of £485,000, or close on half a million,
which has been paid into Consolidated Rev-
enue. Owing to the war the timber industry
has been pasging through bad times, and the
revenue has shrunk in proportion, as we have
heen unable to pass our timber overseas to the
countries that require it, It js anticipated,
however, now that peace is within measureable
distance, the indostry will not only assume its
old dimensions but, owing to the world-wide
shortage of hardwoods, our timbers will find
a larger market than they have ever had be-
fore. We are taking advantage of the pres-
ence here of the French Mission to ghow them
the possibilities of our timber and the extent
of our forests, I look forward to the time
when the hardwoods of Western Auvatralia will



[21 NovEMBER, 1918,]

be used in the reconstruction of many of the
houses that have been desecrated by the Huis.
That should apply, not only to our great tim-
ber, jarrah, but also to karri, which can be
used with the utmest confiden¢e anywhere in
the world for all work of a superstruciural
nature. In the past the Forestry Department
has been primarily a revenue collecting de-
partment, and our foresters have been, in fact,
tax-gatherers. It has been impossible, there-
fore, to start the very necessary sylvicultural
work that will restore our forests and make
them a permanent, instead of a wasting, asset.
But I hope that as a result of the passage of
the Forest Bill, the forest administration will
be able to show in the regenerated areas an
asset which will daily improve to the State.
As I have previousty told hon, members, the
classification of the forests is im progress.
This has for its object the delimitation of that
land which is purely forest, and the demarca-
tion of that land which is purely agricultural.
In framing the Estimates for the current year,
rigid economy has been again observed, and
although, as T explainred, we effected a saving
in gdministration last year of no less a sum
than £1,600, the Estimates show that we pro-
pose a further economy in the coming year of
£495. T commend the Estimateas to the Com-
mittee.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [9.22%: I am
glad to have the assuranee of the Minister
that it is not his intention "to enforce the
amended scale of assistance in respeet of mur-
ried farmers.

The Minister for Industries: It never was
so intended. ’

Mr. PIESSE: The allowance of 9s. per day
is litte enough for those men working under
such trying conditions, While we must give
eredit to the department for its work, and for
its desire to assist the farmers, I do hope the
Minister will apeedily instruct his inspectors
to correct the impression which is abroad that
the assistance to married men is to be reduced
to 7e. per day. )

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That is for those with
out families.

. Mr. PIESSE: Married men, with or with
out families, should receive 9s. a day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Minister says
that those without families are to be reduced
to 7s.

Mr. PIESSE: There might be some justi-
fieation for reducing the allowance to single
men, but I hope nothing willt be done to dis-
turb the conditions in respect to married men,
with or without families. We have repeatedly
heard it declared that the State has advance:l
too mmeh financinl assistance to the ILA.B.
men, but I venture to say that, notwithstand-
ing the proportion of doubtfnl clients, the
State s well pretected by the asset created.

Mr, Troy: Where will the asset be if the
men leave their holdings?

Mr. PIESSE: The asset is in the holding.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Agrienltural Bank
holds that.

Mr. PTESSE: But after satisfying the Ag-
riceltural Bank there is a sufficient balance to
proteet the State. I hope the department,
when considering the position of those men

1123

who have failed, will bear in mind that their
failures are not always due to inability to
make good, but are due rather to exfraordin-
ary circumstances under which they have
toiled. It it is sound business to make a com-
promise with ontside crediters, I think it is
also sound business on the part of the State
to make a compromise with those men, and see
if it is not possible to give them another
chance to make good on their holdings. T am
sure the men have now a knowledge of local
couditions which they did not previously pos-
sesg, and that it would pay the State to extend
the time for the repayment of the liability,
and to provide that it should be free of interest
for & given period. A good deal of the lia-
bility represents arrears of rates which, un-
der the cirseumatances, it was not fair to im-
pose on those people. I hope that in the near
future a close investigation will be made as
to the condition of those people in the list of
doubtful clients, and that every possible con-
sideration will be extended to enable them to
remain on their holdings; because, if they are -
forced off their holdings, those who follow
them will reap the reward of thieir labours,
I am confident that the conditions of aettle-
ment were such that many men took up their
holdings without a knowledge of the difficul-
ties they had to face. Onee more I ask the
Minister to make clear the assurance he has
given me to-night, and so put an end to the
agitation which is brewing amongst the farm-
ing community in comsequence of the sug-
gested reduction of the 9s. per day, The Min-
ister said that good work had been done in the
rabbit infgsted area which he recently visited.’
I can endorse those remarks. T am hopeful
that it will be only a matter of a fow years
before the pest is eompletely stamped out be-
tween the two fences and the position of the
LA.B. settlers in that distriet rendered sound.
I am confident that a considerable body of the
settlers between the two fences wil make good
and that that portion of Western Australia
will be a large producer of grain and othor
agricultural produce.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Nerrogin)
[9.20]: T find considerable relief in the ox-
planation of the Miniater that the circular
sent out to the inspectors is not to be enforead
to the letter. The cirenlar bhas been made
public in the farming distriects, and the in-
spectors have been instructed by the general
manager to show it to the settlera during the
November inspection. The cireular says that
Cabinet has now decided that single men are
to be allowed a sum of not more than 5s. a
day. Marrield men without children are to he
allowed the sum of not more than 7s. n day,
and married men with children up to 9s. a day.
for six days a week only, That ig ali the
nssisted settler is to receive.

Mr. Mullany: He is a long way hettar off
than the working man about Parth.

Mr. TJTOHNSTON: Not at all. We have to
consider the price of stores as ruling in the
State to-day. The Government quite properly
have found it necessary to allow a special war
bonua of 1s. a day to Government employees,
bringing them up to a minimum of 108 u
day.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: Nine shillings and
sevenpence.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It must be borne in mind
that the worker in the metropolitan area does
not have to pay the héavy freights that are
aow charged. I do not, however, wish to labour
that point. Where men are fair, square and
honest workers on the land, it is the duty, as
I believe it is the desire, of the Minister to
see that they get a fair amount to live upon,
and with which to support and feed and clothe
their families, My complaint applies mere par-
ticularly to the married man with a family.
Iu so far as single men are concerned, many
of these have big properties and are employing
4 man all the year round. They only have
wages allowed them for a wan for perbaps
three months a year, and hidve been endeavour-
ing, out of the 9s. a day, to employ a man
largely for the bemefit of the Goverument and
to the end that he might pay off ‘the liability
which rests on the holding he gets. From the
* inister’s reply to my questions, I understand
* that cases of that kind will be dealt with ou
their merita.

The Minister for Industries:
have been.

My, JOENSTON: It seems, therefore, they
are not to be dealt with under the hard and
tust rules sueh as appear on the surface. The
cireular goes on to gay that for the purpose
of this ingtruction it is desired to be under-
stood that single men and settlers with de-
pendents may be viewed in the same way as
married men without children, ete,, but the

_ inspector must satisfy himself that there are
dependents. . In the case of married men with
children, the scale will aviomsatically increase
from 7s. to 9s. per day on the basis of 6d. for
each child. I respectfully urge upon the Minis-
ter that where the settler’s account is fair
and satisfactory, he should not be reduced, if
be is 2 married man, to 7s. a day, even if.he
has no family. In the case of men who have
large famities, T am sure that in many in-
stances it will be found that the 6d. per -day
sllowance up to four children is not sufficient.
T know it is the desire of the Government to
keep these men on the land, and 1 am not
bringing this matter forward in any captious
spirit. The display of this circular in the dis-
trict has camsed feeling to run very high dur-
ing the past fartnight, and I think the matter
is one that deserves the careful attention of
the Glovernment. The defence of the Minister
is, generally speaking, a satiafactory one,
namely, that he does not intend to enforce the
terms of the cireular in the way that many
of those who read it feared it would be en-
foreed. 1 am certain that his assurance will
afford & great deal of relief in the ferming
districts. I should like to say a few words in
defence of the assisted settler on the land.
There secms to be a feeling that he has been
unduly aesisted by the Government. I em sure
this is not the case, partienlarly since the pre-
gent Minister, who has considerable business
knowledge and ability, has been in charge of
the department.

Mr. Smith: And a soft heart.

Mr, JOHNSTON: For the last conplu of
years we have bad very close supervision over

They always
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the men on the land, and there has been an
ingpector to about every 80 settlers. These
inspectors are going rouwnd all the time, aud
[ have heurd of settlers having one day’s pay
struck off if the inapector happened to hear
that they had heen away to a picnic or a wed-
ding for one partieular day in the month. The
settlers who have survived, and are on the
land to-day, are practically "all good men, but
-cany of these have had their assistance re-
Quced,

The Minister for Industries: Wherever 1
have been the farmers have spoken in very
bigh terms of the inspectors.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The vast majority of tue
inspectors work sympathetically and well with
the farmers, who owe a great deal to the ad-
viece and assistance given by the practical wn
spector, such as most of the inspectors are.
¥rom that point of view, algo, the inspection
has resulted in good work being done in that,
for the most part, Government officials have
been ready at hand to assist the settlers in
the direction of their holdings. Farmers have
been compelled to carry on their operations
in accordance -with the wishes of the inspeec-
tors, and if they did not do this their assist-
ance has been stopped. I take it, therefore,
that where failures-have occurred the cause has
to be looked for beyond the inspector, who is a
practical man, and beyond the farmer, whe is
doing his best to improve hiz property under
the direction of the inspector, and that the
failures have been due mainly to the land it-
self in some cases being a poor selection. or
to adverse climatic conditions hrought about
Iy dronght,

The Minister for Industries: To be fair you
must admit that in some- cases the failure
has been due to the man himself.

Mr. JOHNSTON: In some cases that may
he so, but since the rigid system of ingpee-
tion has been in vogue the farmer has had to
follow the advice of the inspector, failing
which assistanee has been denied him. That
phase of the question must not he not over-
looked by members. T would like to point out
how the advances have come down. Natur-
ally, it is the ambition of every settler to
get- off the board as soon as he can, and I
am satisfied that the sconer a farmer does
pay off the board the sooner will he become
better off himaself, and the socner will he
have his property in his ewn hands, Ninety
per cent. of the assisted farmers are locking
forward carnestly to attaining that object
and working hard to that end. T find that for
the 12 months ended the 3Tst March last the
sum of £803.825 has been advanced by the
board, of which £93,000 was advanced to the
Government to pay for Government indebted.
ness.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Government had
to pay interest om that money.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Even to-day the Assist-
ance Board is being uwsed to pay nunearly
£100,000 yearly to the Government, which the
farmers cannot honestly earn from their land
in order o pay to the Government.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are paying the
farmer t¢ go on the land,
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Mr. JOHNSTON: 1In the old days when
from year to year adverse conditions ob-
tained, these ' payments 1o the Goverpment
were held over.

The Minister for Industries: So they are
now, In respect to land rents, if the farmer
is not in a position to pay, we put ourselves
in his shoes and say to the Lands Depart-
ment, ‘‘You must hold over this man’s
rent,’’

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is so, but before
the present Minister came inte office huge
sums of money were paid to Government dJe-
partments for land rents,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
wrong in not paying them.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Even for the year ended
31st March last, I find that £26,887 was paid
to the Lands Department for land rents,
£62,865 was paid to the Agrieultural Bank
for interest, and £4048 was paid to the
Water Supply Department, making a total
of £93,800 paid by the Assistanee Board to
Government departments. I do not question
these payments, but wonld point out that had
it not been for the board the Government
would have had to wait for the money in the
same way that they bad to wait before the
board was formed, To-day the farmer is
paying seven per cent. on his payments made
to Government departments by the Industries
Asgistance Board——

The Minister for Induatries: He pays five
per cent, on the bank money,

Mr. JOHNSTON: But the Minister pays
that off, The farmer pays seven per cent. to
the Industries Assistance Board for the
money which has been paid in reducing the
debt on which he only pays five per cent.

The Minister for Industries: On the bulk
of the meney owing to the bank he only pays
five per cent.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am referring to the
£93,000 which was paid to the Government
departments by the Asgistance Board.

The Colonial Treasurer: A man is very
lueky if he can get money at scven per cent.
in these times,

Mr. JOHNSTON: In the days .when
droughts occurred, it was the practice of the
various Ministers to hold over these pay-
ments to Government departments for land
rents, bank interest, and other things, and in
the ease of Mr. Bath’s administration of the
department the money was eventnally ac-
eepted without any interest at all being paid
on it. This is on record. I am only pointing
out that this board has helped the Govern-
ment very largely in keeping down the de-
ficit,

The Colonial Treasurer: The board was
formed to assist settlers during the drought.

Mr, JOHNSTON: We have put before the
Minigter a scheme which he approves of, but
has not yet carried into effect, and whieh,
if earried into effect will be onc of the finest
things that has ever been put forward for
the agriculturist in Western Australia. The
scheme T have in mind wonld result in put-
ting to an end the ‘operations of the Tadus-
tries Assistance Board. The amounts ad-,
vanced by the board for the year ended the

I think they did
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#1st March, 1918, were £803,825; for the year
ended the Blst March, 1017, they were £936,-
702, and for the year ended the 31at March,
1916, £1,104,025. It will be seen that the
uctivities of the Government, combined with
the faet that assisted settlers are getting into
a better position, have resulted in the amount
required for this purpose being Yeduced by
over £300,000 per annum in two years.

The Minister for Industries: That is Dbe-
cause last year quite 200 settlers were able
to leave the board.

Mr, JOHNSTON: That is the good effect of
the policy of assistanee to which I am trying
to draw attention, and for which I am trying
to give successive Governments of this State
credit  for having carried into  effect.
In spite of these large amounts, over one mil-
lion pounds per annum, advanced only three
years ago, we find that on the 31st Mareh
last, according to this balance sheet, the total
amount outstanding on account of aesisted
farmera waa only £1,200,138 9s. 1d.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Use the word ‘‘only’’
again, to impress it on our minds,

Mr. JOHNSTON: It is to be specially
noticed that an item of reduetion has not been
shown, an item which would reduce the total
congiderably. I refer to wheat certificates held
on which further dividends may be declared,
and to deliveries of wheat after the 3lst
March, 1918. That has to be deducted from
the outstandmg balance of £1,200,000 exiat-
ing on the 31st March,

The Minister for Tndustries: You ean put
that as a eredit of say £350,000.

Mr. JOENSTON: I-am delighted to have
those figures from the Minister. The total
amonnt, outstanding on the 31st March was,
therefore, only £850,000, if everything could
have been wound up on that date. Thess
figures prove that the assisted settlers, with
isolated e‘{ceptlons are doing their dntv ag
regards wiping nE their liahilities, Further.
a sum of nearly £600,000 has been paid by
these settlers to Government departments.

The Minister for Industries: But that is
apread over the whole period of the hoarﬂ’
existence,

Mr. JOHNSTON: True, but whilst on the
31st March last the assisted settlers owed, in
round figures, only £850,000, those farmers
have paid, throngh the medinm of the Indus-
tries Assistance Board since ite inception in
1914, no less than £579,995 3s. 10d. to Gov-
ernment departments for Government pur-
poses.

The Minister for Indunstries: Largely land
renta.

Mr, JOHNSTON: Largely land rents.

The Minister for Industries: But 75 per
cent, of that amount represents interest.

JOHNSTON: At any rate, these are
payments which, in view of the untoward cir-
cumstances of the drought, conld not have
heen made by those settlera had not there
been an Industries Assistance Board in exist-
ence, The revenue account has certainly de-
rived great benefit from the existence of the
board, Now I wigh to quote the figures of
payments made to the (avernment depart-
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ments in each financial year. In 1914-15 the
amount was £122,958 19s, &d.

The Minister for Industries: You are now
reading from the annual reporty

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes. I am takinyg the
figures from the very ecomprehengive report
on which Mr, Richardson is certainly to be
complimented. The report gives a great deal
of valuable detail, which unfortunately was
not obtainable in previous years, and which
ought to be circulated among the farmers,
For the year 1814-15 the amount paid by the
farmers to State departments was £122,958
193, 84., for the year 1915-16 the amount was
£134,878 25, 7d., for 1916-17, £218,242 14s, 11d.,
and for 1917-18, £103,915 6a. 8d.; or a total
for the four years of £579,995 3s. 10d. The
agsisted farmers as a body are to be compli-
mented on the fact that, after having paid off
through the board liabilities to the State of
nearly £600,000, they should on the 31st March
last have owed only a total amount of, in round
fignres, £850,000, Let me point eout, too, that
through this transfer of the momey from
loan through the Industries Assistance Board
to revenue the farmers have had to pay im-
torest, first at the rate of six per cent., and
now of sevem per cent, on their total in-
debtedness, Though the Government may
think seven per cemt. a fair thing, I wish to
remind the Attorney General that a pgreat
deal of money was borrowed by the Labour
Government at only 4% per cent., for the
asvistance of farmera. It seems that owing
to the financial stringency of the Btate much
of thiz money has since been used for finane-
ing the deficit, and that fresh money bor-
rowed has been put down ito the farmer's
account, his interest being increased.

The Colonial Treasurer: Do you stand up
there and suggest that money obtained on
loan should be put away in some cormer just
to be used for this purpose?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Certainly not.

The Colonial Treasurer: Had it been paid,
then the Treasurer would have had it; but the
Treagurer hes had to advance additional
money,

Mr, JOHNSTON: But the account sesms to
be decreasing, not increasing.

The Colonial Treasurer: According to your
own figures, the farmers paid £300,000 and the
Treasurer had to find £500,000,

Mr. JOHNSTON: These figures satiafy me
completely that the total indebtedness of the
farmers has been coming down, and, conse-
quently, that the money which has been re-
paid by the farmers has heen used to finance
the deficit, and that subsequently other mobpeys
have been borrowed at higher rates of interest
and charged to the farmers at seven per cent.

The CHAIRMAN: I have no desire to
baulk discussion, but what bearing has that
on the Estimates?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I think I have made my
views on that point clear. Next, as regards
the position of the man who had 2,000 free
sheep. In my opinion such a man should hs
put off the board altogether. At the same
time I want the Committes to know some of
the difficulties whiech certain men actually in
credit have to get off the board. It may be
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news to some hou, members that if a man can
meet all his current liabilities, and then have
a surplus in the board’s books, he is unable
to get off the board vuless he is prepared
to pay now promisory notes falling due per-
haps next March and the Marech following
that for machinery in respect of which the
board have given a guarantee.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Quite right, too.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It is quite right that the
State shounld be pretected, and I am not ob-
jeeting to that; but I am sure the Treasurer
will recognigse the hardship of keeping such a
man, who may be earning £500 or £600 a year
on his property, down to 5s, or 7s. a day sus-
tenance.

The Minister for Industries; But that man
does not get sustenance,

Mr. JOHNSTON: Yes.

The Colonial Treasurer:
any sustenance.

The Minister for Industries: That man gets
what money he wants. If he wants £50 or
£100, he gets it.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: I am glad to inow that.
The case as put to me last wesk by Iarmers
actually in that position was that, whilst they
had a surptus with the board, they could oniy
get up to 7s. per day because their surplus was
not sufficient to meet debts which would not
fall due for 15 months,

The Minister for Industries: That is not
correct. 1f a man will be clear in March next,
we treat him as an ordinary banker would
treat him,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am glad to have the
point cleared up.

The Minigter for Industries: I should like you
to send me particulars of the cases to which
you refer.

Mr. JOHNSTON: 1f guch a man were to be
reduced from 9s. to Ta. per day, the injustice
would be apparent to the Minister, In eoun-
clusion, let me urge on the Minister to give
effect to the scheme which he has outlined to
the public, and in which I understand he takes
a great deal of interest. The Minister has,
I know, had in mind a proposal for endeavour-
ing to get rid of a lot of the liabilities of
assisted farmers to outside ereditors. Xt has
been suggested that the properties of sueh
settlers should be valued, and that the credi-
tors should be asked to accept a payment in
the pound correspeonding approximately to the
ratio of the settler’s assets to his liabilities, -

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Will the Government
do that for everybody elset The farmers have
no right more than anybody else to be supplied
with Government money for such a purpose.

Mr. JOHNSTON: This State has had a
land settlement policy. This State has per-
suaded men to give up good positions in the
Gorernment service and elsewhere in order that
they might build happy homes for themselves
on the agricultural areas of Weatern Australia.
That prospeet has, generally speaking, not been
realised so quickly as was originally antiei-
pated. In 1914 there occurred a drought which
aceording to the Government publications could
not oceur in this highly favoured land. That
being so, and since I understand the Perth
Chamber of Commerce have expressed their

He does ner need
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desire, as representing the commercial com-
munity, to meet those men by aceepting some
such proportion as I have indicated of out-
stauding liabilities, I wish to take this oppor-
tunity of assuring the Minister that if he can
bring his project to fruition he will have done
a very great thing for all the settlers on the
land in Western Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And a splendid thing
for the Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. JOHNSTON: A gplendid thing for the
setitlers. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A thing to the detri-
ment of the State.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If be carries that into
effect, the Minister will aitain that coneum-
mation so devoutly to be wiashed of doing away
with the Industries Assistance Board alto-
gether. All that is necessary is to add the
existing liabilities to the amount of bank mort-
gages on such reduced basis as may be aceepted
by the ereditors, and then the farmers will all
have a fresh start. I venture to say that
such a start would create fresh confidence in
the whole of cur agricultural industry, There
would therefore be ecredit obtainable every-
where, and farming and commercial ecircles
would derive a great benefit. The Government
could enter into such a scheme with all the
more confidence, since the figures disclosed in
the DLank’s report show that the majority of
farmers are making good and that the board’s
account has been considerably reduced and
that each year less money is required to carry
the farmers on. 1 venture to say these objects
are being attained because the farmers as a
gencral class are honest and hard working men,
who are deing their best to pay off their liabili-
ties which they were nnfortunately forced to
contract through the disastrous drought of
1914,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.2]: Ws in
the South-West unfortunately have not had the
advantages which have been enumerated by
the member for Williams-Narrogin, We have
never had extended to us that paternal con-
sideration which those who are under the In-
dustries Assistance Board have received.
What T desire to draw attention to is the fact
that we have an institution in existence—I
refer to the Agrieultural Bank—which econld
devote serious attention to the development of
the distriet T represent, and I think the Min-
ister would be well advised to consider the
need for widening the secope of that institution
so as to enable it to assist the South-West
which has been so sadly neglected by every
Government in Weatern Australia. There are
large areas in the South-West which have been
lying Nle for a long time and which, if pro-
verly treated—and that eonld only be done by
lihgral loans being granted—would give big
yields, and the development of which would
result profitably not only for the individnal
tut for the State. T may instance one par-
ticular spot. which may be known +to hon.
members who have travelled on the Boyanup-
Russelton line, T refer to Elgin. There, i3 to
be seen at Flgin one of the most harren-
locking places that could he found anywhere
and yet under proper treatment that eountry
has heen proved to be highly produetive. In
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connection with the suggested liberal treat-
ment of the South-West, attention might be
drawn to the fact that the Government have a
tree-pulling plant for the hire of which a
charge of 18s. per hour is made.

The Minister for Industries: That does not
come under this Vote.

Mr. PICKERING: I understand that ad-
vances for this particular purpose are ob-
tained from the Agricultural Bank.

The Minister for Industries: But we have
no control over the tree-puiling plant.

Mr. PICKERING: DBut the department
which the Minister controls has a good dea
to say in couneetion with the sinews which
are required for the payment for the hire of
these machines, The price I have stated is
very high and T understand has been inereased
by 2s. quite lately. Then again the period
for which loans are granted is too short. I
understand that it is 10 years. The only way
to successfully carry on settlement in this part
of the State is to provide a sufficient aren of
impreoved land, for it is only on improved land
in the South-West tkat farmers can make good.
As waa illustrated when the Forestry Bill was
under consideration, it is only when areas in
the South-West are denuded of the trees that
anything ¢an be done with them; it is ouly
possible in three months of the year to derive
any profit from the forest country after burn-
ing prior to improvement. A generous poliey
should therefore be instituted in order to
bring about sueeessful development. Another
matter of importanece in the South-West is
that of drainage. To my mind the secret of
the suceessful development of a large area of
this country lies in a system of national
drainage. This eould be wisely undertaken
by the Government and settlers afterwards
could carry on the work of draihing their own
land whieh at the present time they are not
able to do for the reason that it would mean
that they would be draining the water from
their own property on to that of their neigh-
hours.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You should bhave
dealt with that under the Agricultural Esti-
mates.

Mr. PICKERING: I want the Agrienltural
Bank to appreciate the valwe of draining
these properties.

The Minister for Tndustries: They do it
oW,
Mr. PICKERING: With regard to the

question of lime, I have before me a report
which the Minister for Industries did me the
hononr of obtaining from the Geoclogical Sur-
veys of Western Australia, and which report
chows that a sample of lime which I sub-
mitted for assay purposes, and which repre-
sented the lime that ean be got from a large
tract of eountry extending over an area of 13
miles, contained ealeium carbonste to the
value of 88.38 per cent., magnesiuvm carbonate
2.95 per cent., and there is a footmote which
reads—

This limestone iz well snited for making
burnt lime for building or agriculture, for
ground limegtone for agriculture, or for
cement making.
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This lime was taken from land at Busselton
adjoining the railway. The limestone at Don-
garra may be excellent, buf it is far too re-
mote to be of great value to settlement south
of Perth, even econsidering the 8 or 10 per
cent. difference in the value. I would there-
fore ask the Minister for Industries to take
into c¢onsideration tbe advisability of encour-
aging the development of these lime deposita.

The Minister for Industries; The Lake
Clifton limo is 98 per cent.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This matter, too,
should have been discussed under the Agri-
cultural Department Estimates.

Mr. PICEERING: The hon, member is
very auxjous to curtail my remarks regarding
the South-West. He has a general antipathy
to the farming industry. 1 am particularly
interested in the question of lime in the Scuth-
West, and as it has been pointed out that in
connection with farming the use of lime is
vital, the question is one which should receive
attention. I am anxious to know also whether
the Minister can tell us when we may look for-
ward to u classifieation of the vast areas that
lie at the back of Busselton. We have heard
adverse comments from the Minister in con-
nection with this particular part of the State,
and evidence of the lack of interest in it is to
be found on the maps of the Lands Depart-
ment, on which meps vast areas are shown as
being practically unknown. I have repeatedly
drawn attention to this matter asince I
have been elected to represent Sussex, and
I bave been promised that thia would
be one of the matters that would be
put in hand when the classification was
commenced. I learned recently, however, that
instead of the department going through the
areas which I counsider should be classified, the
work has been diverted to amother direction,
1t is of great importance that this part of the
State should be speadily classified. The State
has invested at Busselton a considerable sum
of money in the eonstruction of & jetty and
that jetty is practicnlly idle. Busselton has
puffered considerably from the fact that traffic
which geographically belonga to it bas been
divertad to Bunbury. I am unable to aseertain
why we do not get our share of the trade. In
conclusion T would like to add my apprecia-
tion to that of the other membera of the Coun-
try party of the courtesy which the Minister
for Tndustries has extended to that party
whenever they have waited on him in connee-
tion with matters affocting the welfare of the
Btate, especially in connection with the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. The Minister has al-
ways been prepared to listen to members in a
sympathetic way and has extended to us fair
treatment whilst at the same time he has been
just to the taxpayers of the State,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [10.13): It is amusing to hear hon.
members complain that the Government are
not doing emough for the farmers. Ome hon.
member pointed ont that the farmers’ indebted-
ness was now only £1,100,000, But I am pleased
to see that the Minister is realising that other
people in the State have to be considered
equally with the farmers. There are the tiw-
her waorkers whose waces are 9. 74, a dav.
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and who in addition have to pay rent, and who
work from morning till night. We find from
the figures which bave been placed before yas
that of the sum advaneed to farmers £808,304
is regarded as doubtful as to whether it will
be paid back or not. And@ we have also heen
told to-night that the advances have gone up
100 per cent. sinee last year, and that they
now amount to £1,198,653. And yet members
are saying the Government have no right to
take money from the farmers. I admire the
member for Willinms-Narrogin for hia interest
as far as the farmers are concerned, but he
has little interest in it, so far as it affects the
State generally. He c¢omplaing because the
Government have not suspended Agricul-
tural Bank interest. It is true that half
a million pounde have been paid intoe the
Government departments but £218,000 of that
has been paid for bank interest omly, It is
mongy that has been borrowed by the Govern-
ment and advanced to the farmers to improve
their holdings and on which the Government
have to pay interest. It is transferring money
from one department to another. I want alse
to say that the Agricultural Bank Act pro-
vides that the farmers should pay inatalments
but these have not been c¢harged at all—only
interest has been echarged to the farmers and
the instalments have remained unpaid. Yet
members castigate the Government because
they do not continue paying 9s. a day for
gingle men who work for the farmers on the
land. Tt is time we realised what we are
doing. I have pointed out that £908,304 is
doubtful and in addition to that £92,524 is
bad, which the Government realise they will
not get back at all. The Industries Assistance
Board was inaugurated to assist farmers tem-
porarily over the drought season. It was not
brought in as a permanent institution; but it
is my belief that if it is kept going for 20
years some farmers will want it kept on then.
I hope the Government will, as soon as pos-
sible, get rid of the Industries Assistance
Board and that the Government will be very
careful indeed in borrowing money at a time
like this to compromise with the creditors of
farmers. The Government have no more right
to borrow money to pay the creditors of farm-
ers than they have to borrow money to pay
my creditors, or merchants’ creditors, or other
persons’ creditors. I notice that the Govern-
ment bave made arrangements to take over the
accounts of the National Harvester Co, and
Harris, Searfe, & Co.

The Minister for
guaranteed accounts.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I notice in connee-
tion with the doubtful farmers, who in all
probability will not pay, there are creditors
in addition amounting to £204,013, Whether
any of this money is owing to the Government
I do not know, but private creditors have claims
on any surplus, Of those which the Govern-
ment say are bad, amounting to £100,000,
there is an additional £45,806 owing to private
creditors. It is time the Government took a
pull as far 0s this system is concerned and
realised the financial position of the State.
It is time they saw that the farmers should only
have justice and not be spoon-fed in the way
in which thevy have been of late. As the mem-

Industries: Those were
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ber for Mt. Magnet said, he would be only too
gladd to get on tue Ludustries Assistance HYoard,
and there are otheis who have to hattle along
to meet their payments, and have not this
easy way of getting out of their dilliculties by
going to the industries Assistance Board. [
notice in the return the Government this year
lave received ouly £26,887 tor land remts, and
1 want to remind members that the other people
of the State are paying interest on that mopey.
rarmers have only paid a very amall propor-
tion of their land renbs. This is borrowed
money that thoey are using and is shown in our
defieit to-day. If the farmers cannot pay they
should Lave the interest charged up to them,

The Minister for Industries: ln fairness to
them, I muy say that the man who is not en
the Industries Assistance Board and cannot
pay his rent, and makes out a fair case to the
Lands Department, his rent is held over also.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: He is fined under
the Act.

The Minister for Industries: So is the other
nman,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Not if he is released
under the Act.

The Minister for Industries: He is placed on
the same tooting as the other man.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: That has not been
done previvuslty., The man who is trying to
push through on his own is fined if he eannot
pay his rent.

The Minister for Industries: My arrange-
meut is that they are placed on the same
footing.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: These land rents are
a misnomer. It is land purchase money, and
I wish to emphasise the fact that the people
of the State have to pay interest on this money.

The Minister for Industries: My arrange-
ment was that the Industries Assistance Board
man who could not pay shounld be placed on the
same footing as the ordinary farmer.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I congratulate the
Minister on being extremely eareful in seeing
that those he intends to assist are those who
deserve it. The deputy leader of the Country
party says that the Government shounld not
refuse to pay the 9s, o day to the single man.
The farmer who has a dozen children is mak-
ing no complaint, but where there iy a man who
has a wifc only he is considered hardly done
by if his. amount is reduced to 7s. a day. I
hope the Minister is correct in his antieipation
that there will be no losses. I think that there
will be o loss of not less than £500,000 as far
as the farmers are concerned, or it will be
very many years hefore the Government get the
money back.

The Colonial Treasurer: After this barvest
we are going to be very strict. .

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In conclusion I want
to eongratulate the Minister on exereising care
in regard to the advances which he intends fo
make to the farmers in the future.

General debate concluded; votes and items
disenssed as follows:—

Votes, Agricultnral Bank, Industries Assist-
ance Board, Soldiers’ Land Settlement Indus-
trial Development:

Ttem, Sub-aceountant, £240.

461
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Last year this officer
was receiving £2064, this year the amount is
£240. What is the reason for the reductionf
1t secms a very small amount.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: As
far as my notes go the umount is the same us
last year.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: According to the Esti-
mates the amount is the same but the amocunt
puaid last year was £2064.

Ltem, Rent, £1,990,

My, SMITH: Would the Minister give somo
explanation as to the large increase in this
amount? 1t is about £500; a pretty substan-
tial amount. Those who know the offices occu-
pied Ly the bank are aware that they are alto-
gether unsuitable. They are more like a rabbit
warren than anything else, and it requires a
tracker to locate the individual offices, The
reot seems exorbitant, and now it is proposed
to increase the rent by about £10 a week.
Burely the Government ¢ould find more suit-
abie premises, if not tleir own something less
costly, If the Government are under a con-
tract, it is unfortunate.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
very day ) was appointed Minister for Indus-
tries I found a note on my table to which my
attention was drawn that the lease of the
premises was to be renewed for a period of
two years. | immediately saw the Premier
and Treasurer abent it and the conclusion come
to was that the premises were not to be re-
newed. When I went back to the department
I found on the file that the Minister who
preceded me had agreed to renew the
lease some two or three months previously.
Under the previous Administration the
Wheat Scheme and the Agrienltural Bank
were administered by the one Minister, and
he had all the Wheat Scheme officials on the
5t. George’s Terrace side of the second floor,
Then the Wheat Scheme was placed under
the Department of Agriculture. The offices
we were providing had no public access. The
Wheat Scheme has beecome a publie seheme,
requiring public acecess. A change had to bo
made, and the Sckeme officials had to be given |
other  office accommodation. They were
moved along to another part of the building,
giving public access, The total amonnt of
rent payable for the whole of the offiees is
£1,900. But we receive in our department a
recoup for all those offices occupied by the
Wheat Scheme, which brings the amount
down to what was paid last year, namely,
£1,503. Hoewever, under the existing system
of presenting the Estimates, we have to
charge what our rent really is. Tt is the sys-
tem of the Treasurer that we must not show
recoups from other departments, and so the
Agricultural Department bas to pay the In-
dustries Assistance Board some £400,

The Colonial Treasurcr: That is ghown in
anather department, -

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: In
point of fact wo are paying not a penny more
than we paid last year. The difference be-
tween the two amounts is what the Wheat
Seheme pays. The lease expires in, I think,
next July. ‘
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Mr. Bmith: Are you going to renew the
lease?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: In-
Guiries are being made in other localities. The
Minister for Works and the Colonial Trea-
surer are both looking for other premises, I
ghall be quite content to be removed to
eheaper offices, so long as they are conveni-
ent. If I can get it I require one large room,
in which the 80 ofticers can work where they
can ull be seen. The work would be meore
cxpeditionsly performed and bhetter super-
vised, while the health of the officers would
be improved.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: T am glad to hear
that the Minister is looking out for another
office. I can recommend to him a room at the
Supreme Court, which is at present virtually
ungccupied. This would relieve the over-
crowding of the present offices. At the
AMP. buildings the Minister, with his two
¢lerks, occupies three very large rooms, while
other smaller rooms are disgracefully over-
crowded. The same condition obtaing among
the offices occupied by the Agricultural
Bank. No private firm would be permitted
to earry on under similar conditions of over-
crowding,

Mr. Smith: What do you suggest?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That the Minister
should go back to the rooms at the Crown
Law Decpartment which are reserved for him
as Attorney General. This would afferd a
good deal of additional office accommodation
at the AM.P. buildings,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Ounc of the
first things I did on being appointed Trea-
surer was to endeavour to find out exactly
what offices we were occupying, and what
they were costing us, T was astounded to
learn that it had been agreed to renew the
lease of the offices in the A.M.P. buildings.
Had it not been for this we could have got
two whole floors at Sargood’s building for
about £900 per anoum, and we could there
have housed four complete departments. It
wias just what we were wanting, but we had
to renew the lease at the A.M.P. building.
We have had an expert going round seeing
what can be effected by alterations in our own
buildings, and we think we can get all our de-
partments henged in onr own premises for an
outlay of some £2,000 odd. They will requirs
a good deal of alteration, the estimate being
about £2,000. If this can be arranged, and
I think it ean be, it will not only lead to bet-
ter work heing done, but to those files which
get on a man’s nerves being redunced in num-
ber. T do not think the offices in the A.M.P.
buildings can be said to be suitable for the
business that is carried on in them. As a
matter of faet they are most inconvenient. T
have been astounded fo see so many people
jambed into a small space, As soon as the
session i over the first job for the Minister
for Works and myself will be to house our de-
partments in decent surroumdings, so that the
work ¢an be done in a more systematic manner
than it is at present. .

Mr. Smith: I am pleased to hear there is to
be a change, and T hope it will not be left too
late.

[ASSEMELY.]

The COLONIAL TREASTURER: 1 can as-
sure hon. mewbers that there will not be a re-
newal of the lease of this place.

Item, Ship building in Western Australia,

350

Mr. PICEERING: I should like an expla-
nation of this item.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
endeavours of the Industries Department to
promote shipbuilding in Western Australia
necessitated a good deal of expense in the
launching of the industry. I regret to say that
owing to a difference between the unionists
coneerned and the Commonwealth, the union-
ists refusing to sign the agreement, the scheme
had to be abandoned.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Commonwealth
are more to blame than anyone else.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
Commonwealth Government would not agree
to go on unless the unionists signed the
agreement. In the establishment of the ship
building company it was necessary to send an
engineer to make inquiries in Melbourne, and
about six weeks of  his salary fell
upon the Government. I also made a trip
to Melbourne to endeavour to finalise the eon-
tract, and the expenses incurred appear also
in thig item.

Item, Experimental kiln at Crawley, £400.

Mr. PICKERING: What is this item in
connection with?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: For
a long time there has been no method of dry-
ing tumber other than in the open air, The
result of open air drying is that the outer sur-
face of the wood dries rapidly, which causes
case hardening. We have been conducting ox-
periments at Crawley under the supervision of
the university to arrive at a method of kiln
drying, which will obviate this case hardening.
Tt is a system of hot air ecombined with a
certain spraying of moisture inte the air,
which gives humidity to the atmosphere and
prevents the outside hardening of the case.
The drying process goes right through system-
atieally. It is found in most classes of tim-
ber that after a month or six weeks in the
kiln the timber is properly dried. The de-
partment has not been put to any expense,
The professor of engineering has been in
charge, and our officors merely visit the plaec
from time to time., The students have also
taken a hand. The cost has been in connec-
tion with the finding of the wood for the ex-
periments, the construetion of the shed which
forms the hot air compartment, and the sup-
plying of machinery which makes the hot air,
The experiment has so far been successful. Tt
is hoped that in the near future it will lead to
the establishment af our timber mills of dry-
ing sheds of a similar nature.

Ttem, Pottery experiments, £200.

Mr, SMITH: I should like to koow some-
thing about this item?

The MINISTER FOR TINDUSTRIES: Last
year a sum of £247 was spent under this head.
T found that all the tiles in Western Australia
were imported either from Marseilles or Syd-
ney, I was told that there were mo suitable
clays in Western Australia for tile manufae-
ture. I then happened to come across a Nr.
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Rafferty. who had been manager of large pot-
tery works in Lancashire. T sent him along to
Mr. Simpson, the Government Analytical
chemist, who said he was the type of man he
had been looking for for years. There were
sent to ithe Industrics Department subse-
guently 140 samples of Western Australian
clay, which had to be examined. For this ex-
amination it was neccssary to build a kiln.
Mr. Rafferty was put in charge, and we were
able to prove beyond doubt that we had in
‘Western Australia elay which turns out tiles
a3 good as those which had been imported.
There are several companies in the State now
making tiles which did not make them hefore.
It also been established that the Mt. Kokeby
clay, and ¢lay from other places, iz as good
for hollow ware as can be obtained.

Mr. Thomson: Can we compete with the
Marseilles tilea?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Ii
we eaunot compete with tiles which have had
to be handled four times and carried across
the ocean, and which have had 30 per cent, of
them broken in transit, our workmen had bet-
ter bow their heads, We are making tiles in
Western Anstralia equally as good a9 those
which ¢ome from Marseilles. That expensa
will not be recurring, for the reason that 1
have arrapged with the Council of Science and
Industry in Melbourne to provide pound for
pound for our experiments. The Council have
now agreed to provide £300 for a continuance
of the experiments. Probably £100 or £150 of
the amount set down will not be expended.

Mr, SMITH: T quite approve of what the
Government have done in the way of experi-
menting, and T should like to see it continued.
But as regards the conditions under which the
experiments are being condueted, I made it
my business to call at the building; and it is
hard to eoneeive of a more unsuifable place.
Success is searcely possible under snch condi-
tions. I was informed that a svitable build-
ing could be erected for £1,000. On these
Estimates we have passed an amount of £1,200
for repairing the Governor’s cottage at Al-
bany, and for other like purposes. That money
would have been much better devoted to the
erection of a building suitable for these ex-
periments, I trust such a building will be pro-
vided. Apart from the success of the experi-
ments, there is the health of the workmen to
be considered.

The MINTSTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
same conditions a3 the member for North
Perth found, I also found. After spending a
day at the building, I was another day getting
the fumes out of my head. T have made a
apecial report to the Minister for Mines on the
subjeet of the bnilding required, and plans are
now heing prepared for a building which
would cost about £1,000.

- Vote put and passed.

Vote—Woods and Forests, £10,725:

ITtem, Maintaining nursery, and pine, wattle,
and sandnlwood plantations, including reaffor-
estation, £400.

Mr. PICKERING: I want to know ahout
the sandalwood plantations.

Mr. Smith: Where tire theyt
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The MINISTER FOR INDURTRIES: Last
year’s expenditure of £387 under this head was
mainly at Hamel, but there are several places
where experiments are being conducted to dis-
eover o suitable spet for coutinuing pine
PMantation work. In this connection ‘‘Sandal-
wood’’ is only 8 name, the name of a place.
The sandalwood plantation at Pinjarra was
destroyed years agoe throngh cattle being
turned inte it. The werd ‘‘Sandalwood’’ ig
retained because the Conservator of Forests
hopes very soon to make a start with angther
sandalwood plantation, as that thmber can be
well grown in this country and will prove a
valuable asgset to the State.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: What has been done re-
garding the 30 tons of timber which were to
be sent to the munition works for distillation?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
30 tons of timber have mot been sent home.
Timber in London was to be uged. One of the
professors arranged for the munition factory in
Bideford te put through 30 tons and ascertain
exactly the value of the products and the eost.
He arranged with the Agent General’s office
to send the 30 tona of timber. He came out
to Australia, and ou hig return to England he
called at the munition factory to ascertain the
results of the test, whereupon he was told that
the timber had not c¢ome along. At the
Awent General’a office he ascertained that two
officara there, whe are not now in the employ
of the Government, had neglected to send the
timber because they thonght the (Government
should not pay the freight on it: this although
we were getting the tests made free of charge.
A high official ther in the employ of the Gov-
ernment further said that there was no ocea-
sion to make the experiments hecause he was
ratisfied the resnlt would be no good. On
those facta ecoming to the knowledge of the
Government, we instantly cabled to the pre
sent Agent General instructiona to have the 30
tons of timber supplied to the munitions fae-
tory. Owing to the stupidity of the officials
T have referred to, the testa have not yet been
made.

Vote put and pasged.

This eompleted the Eastimates of the Induos
tries and Woods and Forests Departments,

Treasury Department, Hon. J. Gardiner,
Minister.

Votc—Treasury, £10,630:

The COLONIATL, TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner——Irwin) [10.58]: It is not my inten-
tion to detain the Committee with a long ex-
planation of these Estimates. However, there
are a few facts which I consider onght o be
in hon. members® possession, in order that they
may more clearly grasp the pogifion. Tn
Treasury szlaries there is a net ingrease of
£551; but ineluded in this is an amount for
salaries of officers tranaferred from other de-
partments, equal to £1,000. It is practically
an effect of the amalgamation which has taken
place. This latter amount being dedueted, it
will he seen that a fairly good saving has been
effected in the direction of salaries. In ‘‘Con-
tingencies?’ there is 2 reduction of £1,091;
but that is due almost entirely to the fact that
printing is now charged to one department,
In the Audit Branch there has been a slight
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increase of £115. We are puiting a good deal
more work on the Auditor General, and as a
consequence his staff has had to he slightly
inercaged. As to ‘‘Compasgionate Allow.
auces,”” portion of the oxpenditure ia per-
manceit, while some is ineurred pursuant to
recommendations of the Public Serviee Com-
misgioner, ‘‘Savings Baunk’’ shows a slight
inerease, due to extra work. Last year the
hank had a net inerease in its aceounts
of nearly #£16,000. On the sobject of
State savings banks, the 'Treasurers, at
the Jlast conferemce, had an informal
conversation with the acting Prime Minigter
of the Commonwealth, Mr. Watt, Who as
Treasurer of Vietoria had been a sitrong advo-
cate of a policy of non-interference with State
savings banks by the Commonwealth Bank,
Ho assured us that when this was diseussed
again in all probability the Commonwealth
Bank would then have so many functions
that at least the Savings Bauk would pass
back to the State. T regret that here the col-
lection of Savings Bank money is costing ns
& good deal more than it should, but whether
the Commouwealth carry out their intention
or not, there is an opportunity for doing some
advertiging to make our bank much more pop-
nlar than it is. I have diseussed the matter
with the manager of the bank, and as soon as
we ean get into reccss, it is my inteation to
endeavour to propound a scheme to make onr
own institution move popular than it is. The
Government Stores show a net increase in
contingencies, but actually there has been a
saving of something like £840. Tast year
we expended £5,332, but this year we have
taken over £1,640 worth of salaries which
were hitherto paid by the Water Supply and
other departments. Tf this were added to last
year’s expenditure, it wounld make the total
£6,972. We have, however, got rid of a fair
number of employeca here, and we intend to
get rid of a few more, the total cost to the
Government this year heing cstimated at
£6,132 or a saving of £840. With regard
to the Literary and Scientific vote, there is
decrease due to the grant to the University
to cover the salary of a professor of agrieul-
tnre being now paid by the Hackett Estate,
and the grant to the university for extension
of work, £1,620, being non-recurring.  The
gum of £150 has heen taken off the Zoological
Gardens vote. In the Lithographic Depart-
ment there has been a net decrease of £306 in
wages and salaries, but an increase of £545
in contingencies entirely due to the increascd
cost of the high eclass paper necessary for
litho work., So far as Printing Is eoncerned,
it i3 with great pleasure that T have to an-
nounce that owing to economies and the
proper supervigion of the printing work of
the departments, the expenditnre this year is
£8,98 lesa than the expenditure of 1916-17
and £10,848 less than the expenditure of 1915-
16. This must indeed be gratifying to the
Committes when it is considered that the price
of paper haa inereased enormously, It has
to an extent been made possible by utilising
all obsolete forms, book eovers and severy-
thing obtainable, and the result reflects
the pgreatest credit on the Government
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Printer, who is now practically in control of
this Vote, and who keeps & watehful eye on
the expenditure, and aiso to Mr. Glyde. I
ulways like to give eredit where credit is due.
We think we c¢an still effect a saving of an-
other £1,400 or £1,500 in this department. For
the purpese of comparison it may be stated
that the cost of Government printing in South
Australia is £48,281 as against our £36,086,
Bo far as taxation is comcerned, the Commit-
tee will observe that there is a substantial in-
crease in the salaries, the total increase being
£3,785. This of course is due to the imposi-
tion of fresh taxation which was passed last
scssion. T again regret that the Committee
did not see fit to pass the suggestion of tax-
ing wages and salaries at the base, as I am
certain that would have given greater satis-
faction and would have saved considerable
expenditure in extra salaries. Before pass-
ingi these inercases 1 ngked the Publie Service
Commissioner to make careful inquiries to see
whether they were really necessary., He says
they are, aud that further, hy giving the in-
croases we will he able to have better inspee-
tion which will enable us to bring those peo-
ple who have been avoiding the payment of
their due taxes, or evading taxation, to ae-
count, Ion, members will no doubt have
noticed that we have been vigorously prose-
euting people for not cbeying the law. When
T beeame Colonial Treasurer, T found that a
thousand people were to be prosecuted. I
asked the Commissioner of Taxation what
stnmps T had to affix te certain documents,
and being ignorant of the law myself I deter-
mined that I wounld not prosecute thesc people
when T was not aware of what the law pro-
vided. At any rate T decided that T would not
prosceute without giving them notice. I then
cauged to be posted notices at every railway
station, cvery ecourthouse, and wlherever we
conld, setting out the seale of stamps required
and I eouged to he announced throwgh the
Press that in the future any evasions of the
law would be met by pressing for heavy pen-
altiea, We have instituted prosecutions with
results which no doubt hon, members are
aware of, There is no one more disappointed
than T amn over this question of the two Tax-
ation Departments, At the conference which
we had in Melbourne, at which the taxation
nflicers from the various States were present,
more concern was expressed about the 15 per
cent, of the people who will pay than about
the 83 per cent. who are honest and want to
pay. Tt was stated that it was not possible to
gsimplify the forms. T assure hon. members
that T am going to have a hard try to bring
that about, and I am going to get the views
of other people who prebably have more gense
in this connecction than T have., At the pres-
ent time it ig nothing short of a secandal that
the people whe are taxed have to put up with
g0 mmeh inconvenmience. I am certain the
forms can be simplified. Mr. Holman and
Mr. Theodore werc tequested to prepare a
gcheme for the purpose of amalgamating the
two departments, There is great room for
gaving here, not only in adminiatration, but
in the matter of convenienee to the publie.
I hope that at any rate, when submitting the
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Estimates of this department next year, some-
thing tangible will have resulted. When I
was in Melbourne My, Watt said, ‘I will do
your office for 25 per cent. less than it cests
now,’” T replied that T would agrec to enter
into aun arvangement with him straight away,
but when it came to bedrock, T found that his
idea was only to do a portion of the work.
With regard to the Workers’' Homes Board,
thore has been a slight increase in the admin-
istrative cost, (due to statutory increases to
the fower paid staff. T bave just laid the an-
nual report of this department on the Table
of the House, in which if is shown that the
profit on the year’s operations was £2,208.
After making provision for the sinking fund
of £1,160, the balance of £1,236 has been
brought forward as nct profit for the year.
The total profits sinee the Act was proclaimed
in 1911 to the 30th June, 1918, were £6,454,
The securities are in a satisfactory condition,
and the board now does a fair amount of in-
gpeetion work for the Savings Bank.

Mr. Duff: You are not paying very high
salaries.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: T am pay-
ing all that it is stated they arc worth. Thir-
teen applications have been dealt with for pro-
viding homes for returned soldiers, With re-
gard to Miscellaneous Services, in this Vote
there appear two or three new items. There is
one of £2,552, being a pound for pound sub-
sidy promised by a previous Government for
the purchase of Keance’s Point. There is also
a refund to the Western Australian Trotting
Association of £329 in eonnection with the
McNamara Benefit Meeting, Another item is
£200 representing the travelling cxpenses of
Mr. J. ). Connolly, the Agent General, whilst
making inquiries on behalf of the Government
in Canada. This amonunt was arranged between
Mr. Connolly and the previous Premicr. T have
made provision for £500 to be distributed
amongst members of the service for making
seggostions in the dircction of effceting cco-
nomies in the service. Thesc suggestions that
have in them any merit are now ready for
elose inquiry. This work, of course, will have
to stand over until we get into recess. The
snm of £2,500 has been plaeed on the Bsti-
mates so that the Committee will be able io
sec what the departments are doing practic-
ally free, for the returned soldiers. Each de-
partment will send along a debit for services
against this vote, Members are prone to ask
what the State is doing for the returmed sol-
dier. T do not want to have that question ex-
ploited.

Mr. Troy: You should have heard the
gpeeches at Parliament House yesterday.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: T have
heard members here making Esplanade
speeches on the subject., The Commonwealth
are taxing uws that they might do this work
for the returned soldiers, notwithstanding
which they still expect the State to do a2 lot
of the work they themselveg should do. We
have put this item on the Estimates so that the
Committee shall be able to see what is being
done by the several departments. The only
other item is £2,670 for inereases to the public
service, Judging by the interview, a repurt
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of which appeared in the newspapers, the Gov-
ernment do not get mueh encouragement to
help those men. They say they asked for bread
and we gave them a stone. They are going to
the Arbitration Ceurt. I ask the Committeo
to ass this amount, but T am not going to
pay ont if they go to the Avrbitration Court.
They can get that clearly into their heads. I
am not going to make a whip for the Govern-
ment’s back. If the public servants go to the
Arbitration Court and the judge awards them
£6, £10 and £12 extra, we will give it to them;
but if we give it to them now it will be made
the bosis on which they shall start. They ean-
not have it both coming and going. This item
is provided as an aet of justice and will give
190 officers an inercase of £12 and 39 officera
an inerease of £10. If they go to the Arbitra-
tion Court they will have to take the risk of
being judged on the same lines as any other
hody that goes to the Arhitration Court. They
cannot expect to get what the Arbitration
Court may award them and still enjoy privi-
leges under their own Act. That Act almost
makes a farce of a Minister’s duties. There
was no Public Serviece Act when previously T
was Treasurer. Then I was Treasurer of the
Btate, but now I am only a glorified office boy.
The Aect allows them to stack everything on to
the Minister. T think the Aet iz wrong, and I
am going to see if it cannot he amended. In
regard to the form of the Estimates, I am
disappointed with it. I see that we can effect
a saving in the cntries and yet give to the
Committez all the information required. Tn-
fortunately I +was ont of the State when they
were being made up. One would have thought
that every officer in a responsible position
wonld know what information the Committee
requires. The member for North Perth re-
marked that it is difficult to follow the itoms
when onc is unaware of the identity of the
officers. When, vyprevionsly, T was Colonial
Treasurer every man’s item was numbered,
and members’ lives were made miserable; be-
eause, every officer, knowing his number, went
o his member and complained that he was in-
adequately paid. In the end a deputation of
members came to me and asked me to alter the
Estimatcs in suel a way that an officer would
not know his nnmber. I did so and that is
why it is they all appear as so many clerks, 1
commend the Estimates to the Committee.

Votes—Treasury, £10,630; Audit, £3,025;
Compassionate Allowances, £2,104—agreed to.

Vote—Government Savings Bank, £21,679:

Mr, SMITH: I was pleased to hear that
the Colonial Treasurer proposes to initiate a
eampaign to encourage pecple to save, for the
Government Savings Bank is not the profitable
institntion it was a few years ago. I find that
in 1913 the profit made was £24,681, notwith-
standing the fact that £3,043 was written off.
Tu 1914 the profit was £24,479, ard in 1915 it
was again £24,000. In 1916 it fell to £14,000,
[n that year £6,494 was written off,

The Colonial Treasurer: That represents
losses.

Mr. SMITH: In 1917 the profit fell to
£11,582, although nothing was written off,
Tast year the profits slumped to £5,077 and
again nothing was written off, T feel sure
that an investigation would show that
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instead of a profit of £5,000 we made a
perious loss Inst year. There is something
geriously wrong. The Savings Bank has been
a profitable institution in the past, and I hope
the Treasurer will seriously consider the posi-
tion. It may be advisable to appoint three
commigsioners as directors of the bauk, PFur-
tiermore, the bank iz in charge of an act-
ing manager only, Notwithstanding the as-
surance given to the Committee I find from
the last Pubiic Service List that Mr, Carl
Leschen is still the manager of the bank. This
fact may have something to do with the un-
popularity of the institution. T am sure it is
the wish of the Committee that Mr, Leschen
should not hold this position. Something
ought to be done at once to put an end to the
present state of affairs,

Hon, P. Collier: That list was printed some
time ago.

Mr. SMITH: It was published in the
““Government Gazette’' of 13th September
last. T ondertake to say that as soon as peace
is declared Mr. Leschen will issne a writ
against the Government for his back pay,
damages, and for reinatatement in his old
position. In the intercsts of the bank he
should be permanently removed from any con-
nection with it. Our savings banks ought to
be o valuable aid to the Treasurer during
these {imes, People are earning a lot of
money, but, unfortunately, are spending it as
fast as they get it. If they could be in-
dnced to patroniso the hank a little more it
would be a very good thing for the State.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 'There is
a good deal lof foree in what the honm. mem-
ber has said, and I hope that some finality
will shortly be reached in the matter. .Just
now I ean hardly be called the Treasurer,
because T am merely a sort of high class
clerk, Consequently there are many things
which have to be done that I have not yet
heen able to do. Xn order to keep the busi-
ness going the rate of interest has had to he
raised, :and this has reduced the rate of pro-
fit. TUnfortunately, we have been just a little
careless in the loans that we have been mak-
ing, and this year I expect :0 have to write
off another £3,000 becauvse of a loan made to
the Leonora mmnicipality. Thanks fo the
niember for that Qistrict we have heen able
to get” back most of the £7,000 or £8,000
which was lent to that municipality, which
fell upon hard times, but which has mnow
been placed on a sounder financial basis. The
competition for business is very strong.
About £160,000 went into the last War Loan
from the Savings Bank. The higher rate of
interest offering under these circumstances
nlso takes money away from our bank. When
we seftle down to ordinary business we must
try to make a reasonable profit, and, even if
we do not make a great profit, have an insti-
tution that will be a stand-by for the State.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government Stores, £11,800—agreed
to.

Vote—Literary and Secientific Grants, ete.,
£8,325:

Ttem, Zoological Gardens, £2,975.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, SMITH: I am sorry to see that the
amount under this heading has been redueed.
As we lhave thesc gardens it is only right
that we should keep them going. Every
person who visity them has to pay a fare on
the Government ferries, and if by reducing
this item the gardens are rendered less popu-
lar the revenne reccived by the Government
will also deerease, .

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I reduced
this item for a very good veason, The
authorities recently imported from .Java and
elsewhere £65 worth of animals, and I think
the travelling expenses connccted with the
purchase came to about £200. If the authori-
ties ean spend their money in that way they
are not going to spend Govermment moncy
in that way.

Vote put and passed.

Votes — Lithographie,
£35,535—agreed to.

Vote—Taxation, £21,163:

Mr, SMITH: T desire to bring under the
notice of the Committec a case in which I
think an insunit has been eonferred npon them,
Recently I asked a question regarding a tox-
payer, or rather non-taxpayer, who I under-
stood had been proseecuted for non-payment
of hig taxes. I requested that the papers
should be laid on the Table, The answer I
received from the Celonial Treasurer was that
no prosgcution had been brought against this
person, a resident of Fremantle. While the
answer was technically true, it was an evasion
of my question. I discovered afterwards that
the person had been prosecuted, not for non-
payment of taxes, but for not furnishing re-
turns, [ do not blame the Treasurer himself
for the nature of the amswer given me, but I
cousider that the Taxation Department should
have been candid. The person prosecuted is
a wealthy man who has never furnished re-
turns on his own bebalf, though making a
fairly substantial annual ineome from the stiff
fees he charges for drawing up other people’s
returns.  Furthermore, I am assured that al-
though procecdings were initiated to bring him
to book, the department went out of their way
to make it easy for him and asked that only
a nominal fine should be inflieted, I think the
Committee will be surprised when the papers
are laid on the Table.

Hon. T. Collier: Is there any objection to
saying who the man is?

Mr, SMITH: His name is Higham. On tha
same day that he was lat off with a nominal
fine, an unfortunate foreigner, with an un-
pronotnceable name, was fined no less than £18
for failure to furnish returns. T understand
that to this day Higham, though he has been
fined, has not furnished returns. Another ex-
traordinary case I wish to bring to the Com-
mittee’s notice is that of a South-Western
settler, who received a threatening letter be-
cause he owed the department a Dbalance of
eightcenpence. It seems to be the practice of
the Taxation Department to use a rubber-
stamp facsimile of the Crown Soleitor’s sig-
nature, and to send out threatening letters
without prior reference to that official. That
T consider a most improper arrangement and a
most improper proceeding. In any case, the

£4957; Printing,
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department cannot lose the tax, which attaches
to the Jand, and which, if not collected this
year, must be paid next year. To take, or
even to threaten, legal proccedings for a debt
of 13. 6d, is farcical. Owing to the rotten sys-
tem adopted by the department, 25 per cent.
of the people have never paid their taxes and
kave never been asked to du so. The Treasurer
has told us that he is trying to arrange for
the Commonwealth to colleet our State taxes
or for us to colleet the Commonwealth land
and income taxes. But why go from home?
Why not arrange for the roads boards to con
leet our land tax? Under the present State
system the landowner two or three months
after the elose of the year fills in a form and
sends it to the State Taxation Department.
Then the department take two or thres montha
to assess him. Eventually he gets a notiee
that he has to pay so much tax, for which he
is allowed thirty days. But if the taxpayer
knows the ropes he can extend the period to
sixty or ninety days. Tt is possible for him
to put off paying his land tax for anything
from six to twelve months beyond the date on
which it ought to have been paid, The roads
hoards do not trust the ratepayers to send in
returns, and do not even ask them to do so.
They know exactly how mueh land each man
holds, and at the beginning of the year they
send out an assessment notice to cach owner.
The rates have to be paid, not twelve months
after they fall due, but seven or eight months
before the year is up. That is a muech
cheaper and simpler and more expeditions way
than the Government way, and also one loss
irritating and less harassing to the taxpayer.
All that is necessary to adopt the system is
for the roads bhoards to add to their assess-
ment notices a column headed f'State Latil
Tax.*? If mnecessary, the Treasurer could
arrange to pay the roads hoards a wmall per-
centage for the work of ecolleeting. Under
such a system there would he no evasions
of which there are numbers now, though the
deepartment do not know of them. The sys-
tem of checking rcteurns must be very loose,
to leave so many loepholes. I have disenysedl
the matter repeatedly with the Treasurer, and
T trust that during the recesg he will evolve
a businesg-like scheme for the colleetion of

State taxation. .
Mr, MUNSIE: The wmember for North

Terth has stressed the point with regard to
the method adopted for eolleeting the land
tax, and he has suggested that the Treasuwrer
should do something in the nature of getting

the various roads boards to coltect the tax, E

desire to protest againat the system adopted
of collecting both the income and the land tax
in the country distriets. T am not going an
far as to say that the roads boards should be
made to collect the taxes, but T contend that
in every distriet, or town, where there is a
Treasory officer, the people in those distriets
ghould he able to go to that officer and pay
him their dues and thas aveid having to send
the money to TPerth. T ean give an instance
of a (iffienlty which arese throngh the iax
having to be sent to Perth from Kalgoorlie.
The sum of 16s. &d. was owing Dy a woman in
Kalgoorlic and she purchased a postal note for
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that sum and sent it in the ordinary way by
mail without registering it to the Comumwis
sioner in Perth. The first notification that she
had, some time afterwards, that the money
lad not been received in Perth, was a suni-
mons for the recovery of the amount. If it
had been possible to pay the amount due &o
the Treasury officer in Kalgoorlie, a great
deal of bhother would have been obviated. Then
again, in some cases pecople themselves make
up the amount they owe and forward it to the
taxation office in Perth. Oeccasionally, how-
cver, the amount iz short a penny or so, and
the Taxation Department spend anotiher penny
or more in writing back to recover this sum
which has heen underpaid. Instances of thot
kind may seem ridiculous but the fact remains
that they happen.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: There is
a good deal of force in what the hon. member
says and T think we can go further than he
suggests, I do not like the suggestion that
the roads board should ecollect the tax. We
have trouble enough with those bodies as it
is, but T eannot sce why we should not use the
savings banks more than we do. In connee-
tion with the loam transactions, we found we
could use our savings banks and make ex-
changes very easily, We have trusted officials
and we ean rely on them. The Adifficulty that
meets ug everywhere is as to how it is to he
done. The hion. member has my assurance that
T am still on the track of it to sece whether it
can be done. T am certain that the whole pro-
cess of collecting can be simplified. Regarding
the case at Premantle, T desire to inform the
member for North Perth that we cannot lay
any taxation papers on the Table of the House
beeanse the Commissioner of Taxation and
myself are under oath not to reveal anything,
That, however, {does not prevent me from
looking into the facts of the case. So far as
the assessements are concerned, I cannot seo
why we cannot adopt the system of taking the
roade board, or municipal nssessments, beeanse
we would know then that we were getting at
cveryhody, It is true that in some instances
they would be below the assessments we would
make, Tt also might bec the. case that they
would be higher, But one would more than
compengate for the other by reason of the fact
that we would be getting at everybody. It is
only a fortnight ago that I wrote to the Com-
missioner on this question. We are paying sub-
sidies to these hodies, and what I want in
return for that payment is a ecopy of their as-
sessments. We could then see whether we are
getting the land tax for that partieular dis-
triet, cven if we il uot adopt their nssess-
ment. It would be a diffieult matter to ar-
range with them to c¢ollect the land tax.

Mr, MONEY: Tt seems still necessary to
emphagise the absolute necessity, for the cou-
venience of the people, to have one land as-
sessment for three purposes, roads boards and
municipalities, State land tax, and Common-
wealth land tax. When everyone is preaching
cconemy, we do not seem to he pregressing in
that dircetion. 1 regret the conference with the
Commonwenlth nauthoritiecs has not heen as
successful as the Treasurer or members antici-
pated, but I think some greater effort should
be made in this matter. It is not only the con-
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venienee but the cost of preparing the taxa-
tion returns which often is more than the tax
itsclf. As the Treasurer agrees with the senti-
ments expressed. I think an endeavour should
be made to bring the matter to a head. There
si a neeessity for the amalgamation of the de-
partments including the roads boards, and I
think the Treasurer should call to his assist-
aneg any members whom he thinks would help
him.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Workera’ Homes Board, £3,165:

Ttem, Sceretary, £264,

Mr, FOLEY : The salary is low for the
position. This officer does good work, and
when Mr. Scadidan was Treasurer it was in-
tanded to inerease the salary. I think this
good intention sbould be put into effect now.

Mr. SMITH: T support the remarks of the
nember for Leonora. [t is an abgolute scan-
dal that an officer holding this position should
be paid sueh a paltry salary, I cannot under-
stand the Public Serviee Commissioner allow-
ing an officer to hold this position at the
salary. This officer iy comtrolling a depart-
ment which has a capital of a million and a
half, and he recdives the salary of £5 a week.
There are ordinary clerka in the serviee
drawing that salary. The officer has an ex-
cellent record. For 21 years he was in the
Treasury, and when be left that depariment
he was receiving £216 a year, Now he is
drawing £264, He has no accountant, and bas
to do his own accountaney. Last year he was
docked 16 days’ pay because he had to attend
the Citizen Force drill.

Mr. NAIRN: I endorse the remarks con-
cerning this officer. I have had a good deal
of experience with him in connection with his
department, and I know he bas to be a tho-
roughly good man to contrel the department,
in which organising capacity is required, and
where tact and diseretion are necessary. The
officer is shamefully umlerpaid. This is an
entirely self-supporting and’ profitable depart-
ment. I do not know why this maun’s claims
have heen overlooked, and T trust the Trea-
surer will give his earmest attention to this
matter, for he is a good and worthy officer,
and if his services are lost they will be hard
to replace,

[12 o’clock, midnight.]

Mr. MUNSIE: During last session I drew
attention to the salary paid to this officer, and
pointed to the amount of State money invested
in the Workers’ Homes Scheme under the con-
trol of this officer, If there is one reason
more than another why I should like to sec
the position reasonably well paid, it is be-
canse the Workers’ Homes Scheme was initi-
ated by the Government of which I was a sup-
porter; and I realise that much of the credit
for the suecessful working of the scheme 1s
due to the seeretary. This officer is at onece
able and courteous. The file proves that
bhoth the Under Treasurer nnd the ¢hair-
man of-the Workera® Homes Board have re-
commenided this officer for an incrcasc. Over
£2,000 profit was returncd from the seheme
last year. If this adwittedly cflicient officer
is not adequately paid, we run the risk of
losing his serviees.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. PICKERING: We require in this offi-
cer speeinl knowlodge worth much more than
we are paying him. Other officers in similar
pasitions, such as the Chief Inspector of Abo-
rigines and the Chief Inspector of Figheries,
ar¢ drawing much lzrger salaries.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: I understand this officer
handles 1,400 estates and a miilion and a half
of State funds, together with £40,000 of Sav-
ings Bank funds. Yet he is being paid a
‘“fiver’’ per week.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I am -glad
to have these endorsements of this officer’s
ability. T do not know that it is wise to hand
over the qnestion of an officer’s salary to the
individual sympathies of the Committee. The
probabilities are that I am to blame for this
officer not having had an advance. As Colonial
Treasurer, telliug other Ministers that they
must not ingrease sglaries, I should be sefting
a bad example if I increased salaries in my
own department. Iverything I have touched
in  eonncecetion with the Workers’ Homes
Board has been satisfactory, but I have no
power to fix a salary above that fixed by the
Publie Service Commigsioner.

Mr. Munsie: But why js this man kept con-
tinally on the minimum?

The COLONIA), TREASURER: I often
asked myself why certain others are on the
maximum. There are plenty of men in other
departments with cqually strong elaims to an
inegrease, What am. L to do? Whenever we
give an ingrease to one maun we ¢reate a pre-
cedent for others to go upon,

Mr, Smith: But this is a palpable injustice.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That does
not move me for a moment. There are other
equally strong cascs that have come under my
notice. I de not want to think that any mem-
ber of the service ean go round and, by the
sympathy of members of this Chamber, get
that which another fellow more modest or less
pertinacious does not get.

Mr. Smith: I do not know the man; I have
never geen him.,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Tt is in-
troducing a bad principle for members to
come here and say that this or that officer is
underpaid. How many of them have scen
this partienlar officer’s work?  Becunse a
man in a bank takes two millien pounds a
day over the counter, is it expected that he
should be paid two million pounds a year?
I will undertake to look into this particular
matter. Possibly T may he to biame be-
caunse I would not permit any advances to
be given in my department when I was try-
ing to stop them in other departments. They
have crept in, however, in spite of we, In
my department, whatever n man hag to do
in his office time he gets no extra pay for,
and in those cases where services are paid
for by the Commonweslth or the British
authorities the wmoney goes inte the Trea-
sary, Tt will be my endeavour to sce that
this principle s adopted  throughout the

service, I kave had wmany applications for
increases, buk had Dbeen obliged to refuse
them,

Mr, NAIRN: 1 resent the remarks of the
Colonial Treasurer. It is my privilege here
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to say what is in my mind. I cannot under-
stand his resentment to my supporting a case
that T think is a deserving one. .

The Minister for Works: What is the Pub-
lie Service Commissioner forf .

Mr. NAIRN: He is not here, and that is
why we have to talk to the Treasurer. I
resent the attitude of the Minister when he
challenges me with having unduly used my
position as a memher of Parliament to es-
pouse what I regard as o just causc.

Mr. MUNSIE: T have not spoken to Mr.
Thomas since the last Estimates were dealt
with, and have had no communication from
him sgince that time. :

Mr. Nairn: Neither have L

Mr. MUNSIE: I resent the statement that
a member may not support a ease in this
Chamber if he thinks it is a deserving one.

The Colonial Treasurer: I promise to look
into the matter.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Colonial Trensurer
could have given that promise without in-
ginuating that this officer had wused his in-
fluence with members to get an advance in
his salary.

The Minister for Works: That
thing wans rampant many years ago.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt was very rampant,

Mr. MUNSTE: It may have been rampant
in the Minister’s time, but has never been
rampuant with me, I believe this officer is
controlling 1,400 eatates, in which a willion
and a half of this Stute’s money is involved,
and he is being paid a salary of £264 a year.

Mr. Nairn: And they dock some of it for
a few day’s training.

Mr, MUNSBIE: That is news to me.

The Minister for Works: Is he not getting
the same salary as when the Scaddan Gov-
ernment were in power?

Mr., MUNSIE: T do not care whether he
ia or not. This officer has been on the mini-
mum of his clagsification all the time.

The Minister for Works: There are many
other officers in that position.

Mr., MUNSIE: T challenge the Minister
for Works to name another c¢ivil servant
who controls half the amount of State money
that this officer controls or who has the res-
ponsibility that he has, who is not being
paid a higher salary than Mv. Thomas is
getting. ’

Mr., SMITH: Improper motives lave been
imputed to hon. members for bringing this
matter forward. I have only spoken to this
officer once, and that was quite recently,
when I cndeavoured to find out from him
why it was he was being paid this ridienlous
sulary. For the last four years on the Esti-
mates T have raised my voice against this
officer being paid sueh a small salary, and I
shall go on doing so until the pesition is re-
medied.

Mr. FOLEY: I take it I am able to refer
on this vote to the work of this board. In
connection with tenancies of worlcers’ homeg
under the leasehold system, if through stress
of circumstances the tenant has to leave
the house he is linble, having complied with
all monctary conditions up to the date of
leaving, to receive subsequently an account

kind of
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for painting and rtepairs, A system has bheen
adopted of pooling all rates and taxes, so
that a tenant knows exactly what he has to

ay.

Mr. Willeock: But the renovations are not
pooled,

Mr, FOLEY: I know of two ¢ases in which
tenants have been rendered accounts in these
circumstances, Can the Minister bring about
an alteration? The system works hardship,

Mr., WILLCOCK: During the past three or
four years three or four of these workers’
homes have Yheen empty almost continu-
ously. The reason would appear to be that
the board’s system of letting makes it con-
siderably more expensive to be the tenant
of a worker’s home than to purchase the
house. [ understand that the higher rent is
charged to cover the cost of renovations,
and that it is not the policy of the board to
have tenants.

The Colonial Treasurer: But the purchaser
undertakes such obligations a3 keeping the
house in repair.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 8till, the purchaser is
reducing the capital eharge all the time.

The Colonial Treasurer: I will leok inte
the matter,

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Miscellancous Services, £40,847:

Ttem, Cottage-by-the-S8ea  Convalescent
Home, pound for pound towards upkeep,
£100.

Mr. MONEY: T agree with the principle
of pound for pound subsidies for convalescent
hotnes as diselosed by this item; but I want
to know why a similar grant does not appear
for the Fresh Air League, the object of which
is to give goldfields children a change to the
seaside during the summer. The item appeared
on last year’s Estimates. Why is the one in-
stitution subsidised, and not the other? Really
good scrviee has been done for the children
of the goldfields in the past by the expenditure
of this money which has now disappeared from
the Estimates. T do hope that the Treaswrer
will he able to see his way te reinstate the
vote.

The COLONIAL TREASBURER: The sub-
seriptions and donations received by the Cot-
tage by the Sea Flome totalled last year £393,
and as the Estimates show, that institution re-
eeived a pound for pound subsidy to the ex-
tent of £100. With regard to the Fresh Air
League subsidy, T made up the amount which
was rvequircd on the last occasion on the un-
derstanding that there was to be no subsidy
this year.

Ttem, Fire Brigades Board, Contribution,
£6,437.

Mr. GREEN: The accountant in the Col-
onial Beeretary’s office is the president of the
Fire Brigade board, and it is apparent that
the multifarious duties he has to perform pre-
vent him from discharging his fire brigade
duties satisfactorily, I am in close touch with
the firemen of this State, and I bave had n
good deal to do with Mr, Campbell, who ocen-
pies the position of president of the boavd.
The position to-day is that the permanent
firemen have a heresy hunt at the hands of
Mr, Camphbell, The Fire Brigade Board have
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been trying to instal volunteers. where per-
manent men were employed before. This is
caleulated to cause congiderable distrust and
dismay, laudable as the desire may be to save
money.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I have
nothing to do with the administration of the
board; we are bound to pay under the Fire
Brigades Act, 1909, one-fourth of the total es-
timated expenditure, and for last year that
amount was £30,000, our portion being £7,500.
This year we think it will be less. The hon.
member will see that we are bound to pay our
quota, and the only power we have is to ap-
point a representative on the board.

Mr, GREEN: And it is about that mem-
ber that I have to complain, This is the omly
opportunity I will bave of discussing the offi-
cer in qoestion and fire brigade matters geo-
erally. Some time ago the third ofticer at the
permanent station did the whole of the work
which is now done by the superintendent of
the volunteer brigades at a cost of £8 2s. per
week, and he did it more effectively than it is
being done at the present time.” When the
question of appointing a president of the
board ecomes up again, I trust the Government
will realise the desirability of selecting some-
one else to fill the position. The whole of the
service is dissatisfied with Mr. Campbell’s ad-
ministration, He dodges the point, and is full
of sophistry so far as the men are concerned.
The expenditure is high when we consider that
there were formerly 92 men employed, and
that there are 72 to-day. The money is being
mopped up in the maintenance of the asuper-
intendent of the voluntcer brigades, who has
not made a success of his work. If we had a
new president, and if the board eoull be in-
duced to place Mr. Connolly, the third oflicer

of the permanent men, in the position of or- .

ganiger of the volunieers, things would be on a
vastly different basis. The man who was presi-
dent of the vnion, after six years of service,
was summarily dismissed, the exeunse being
given that a cook was not required. Yet that
man had been serving as a senior fireman up
to two years ago, when he was asked to take
the position of cook. The usual thing in all
services is to put off a junior when it is neces-
sary to get rid of someone, but this man wag
dismissed because he was president of the
union, and at the present time no fewer than
three men have been suspended by Mr. Canip-
bell because they are supposed to have said
something about the volunteera at the different
stations. While one man is fired out and an-
other is put in who is not reeeiving any money
at all, the other men resent that man and eall
him harsh names. Mr. Campbell never keeps
his word with the men, and the men have no
faith in him,

The Colonial Treasurer: Would the hon.
member mind seeing me afterwards and put-

ting this cage before me in detail? [ will look
into it.

Xtem, Defaleations, hospital eollector, Nor-
tham, £100.

Mr. SMITH: This is a small item, but an
important prineiple is involved.. I shovld Jlike
to know if the Government have a aystem of
guaranteeing the officers. If not, will the
Treasurer give an assurance that he will see

[COUNCIL.]

that all officers handling money sare gnaran-
teed ¥

The Colonial Treasurer: Generally speak-
ing, they are guaranteed. I will inquire into
this ease.

Item, Payment to Railway Department to
cover all charges for free passes, special
traing and cars, ete., £1,500.

Mr. SMITH: If this item were sufficiently
reduced, it would enable the Treasurer to pay
an increased salary to the officer whose case
we were recently discvssing. While the Gov-
ernment preach economy they should ent out
all speeial traing, Reserved c¢ompartments
should bhe quite sufficient just now for any
Minister of the Crown

The Minister for Works: How many special
traing are run?

Mr SMITH: TIf ouly ome, it is too many.
I do not know whether the Minister takes a
special car.

The Minister for Works: If I want it, yes.

Mr. SMITH: Yet the Minister gets up here
and preaches economy. He knows that the
State is going back by millions of pounds, and
I think these luzuries could be dispensed with.

Item, Travelling expenses, Hon. J. D. Con-
nolly, whilst making inguiries on bebalf of
Government in Canada; £200.

Mr. GREEN: I should like to know exactly
what the item meauns, and whether Mr. Con-
nolly has been in Canada this year.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: Last yeur
[ challenged the item, and on looking up the
papers I found that the arrangement made
with the late Premier was that Mr. Connolly
should make inquiries in Canada on his way
Home, and that hiz expenses were to be paid.
We had to pay them accordingly.

Vote put and passed.

This eompleted the Estimates of the Treasury
Department.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.46 am. (Friday).

Aegislative Coungil,
Tuesday, 26th November, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.,, and read prayers.

[‘“For Questions on Notice’’ see ‘‘Minutes
of Proceedings.’’]

MOTION—PACQIFIC ISLANDS’ CONTROL.

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—Fast) [4.35]: I move—

That this House endorses the declaration

of the Commonwealth Parliament, as fol-



